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ROBERT ZOELLICK’S MOVING RE-
MARKS AT U.S. CAPITOL DAYS 
OF REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, 
April 27, 2006, the annual ceremony to ob-
serve Yom Hashoah, the Day of Remem-
brance for victims of the Holocaust, was held 
in the Rotunda of the United States Capitol. 
This year’s theme, ‘‘Legacies of Justice,’’ com-
memorated the 60th anniversary of the Inter-
national Military Tribunal which was held at 
Nuremburg, Germany, and was responsible 
for attempting to seek justice for an almost un-
imaginable scale of criminal behavior. Mem-
bers of Congress joined with representatives 
of the diplomatic corps, Executive and Judicial 
Branch officials, and hundreds of Holocaust 
survivors and their families to commemorate 
the anniversary of the historical beginning of 
the trials at Nuremburg. 

This moving ceremony featured a stirring 
address by Deputy Secretary of State Robert 
B. Zoellick. Deputy Secretary Zoellick heads 
the Bush administration’s efforts to end the 
genocide in Darfur, and establish peace and 
reconciliation throughout Sudan. 

Sixty years ago, the International Military 
Tribunal (IMT) delivered verdicts against those 
Nazis charged with war crimes. The actions of 
the IMT were a watershed moment in inter-
national justice, establishing precedents in 
international law, documenting the historical 
record and in seeking some beginning, how-
ever inadequate, in a search for justice. The 
Nuremburg trials have left a legacy of justice 
not only to those victims of the Holocaust, but 
also to preventing and prosecuting similar 
crimes in the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that the outstanding re-
marks of Deputy Secretary Robert B. Zoellick 
be placed in the RECORD, and I urge my col-
leagues to study and ponder his thoughtful ad-
dress. 

REMARKS AT THE NATIONAL CIVIC COMMEMO-
RATION OF THE DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE 
DEPUTY SECRETARY OF STATE ROBERT B. 

ZOELLICK 
Survivors, liberators, Members of Con-

gress, Ambassador Ayalon and Excellencies, 
Fred Zeidman, Sara Bloomfield, ladies and 
gentlemen. I was deeply moved by your invi-
tation to join this gathering. In many years 
of public service, I can think of no greater 
honor than to help remember those who per-
ished in the Holocaust, salute those who sur-
vived, thank those who liberated, and renew 
our common commitment to human freedom 
and justice. 

Exactly sixty-one years ago today, on 
April 27, 1945, the 103d U.S. Infantry Division 
rolled into Landsberg, Germany. Pierce 
Evans, a radioman from Florida, came across 
a buddy from another company who had seen 
two camps on the outskirts of town. 

At the first camp, a number of French pris-
oners had been liberated, and the men of the 

Division had shared some food with them. 
But the second, a concentration camp for 
Jewish prisoners, could not be described in 
mere words. It had to be seen to be believed. 

So Pierce’s friend drove him and a few oth-
ers to Lager #2. Half a century later, in a 
book he wrote to help his grandson under-
stand the war, Mr. Evans said, ‘‘All of the 
horror story writers in their most morbid 
states of mind could not describe what I saw 
in just a few minutes. I had heard about con-
centration camps before, but was always sus-
picious about the accuracy of the stories. 
This time it was not hearsay. I saw it myself 
and will never forget it.’’ 

What is remarkable in reading the ac-
counts of the liberators is how similar they 
are. The shock, the revulsion, and the inabil-
ity to put into words what they saw. But one 
theme is consistent above all: the determina-
tion to bear witness to what they had seen. 

Corporal Evans vowed never to forget the 
Nazi Holocaust. His Supreme Commander 
made the same promise. 

In a letter to General George Marshall in 
April 1945, General Dwight D. Eisenhower re-
called the overpowering scenes when he vis-
ited a camp near Gotha. He told Marshall he 
had visited ‘‘to be in position to give first- 
hand evidence of these things if ever, in the 
future, there develops a tendency to charge 
these allegations merely to propaganda.’’ 

Eisenhower ordered that German civilians 
be shown the evidence of the bestial things 
that had been done in their names, on their 
doorsteps. 

Eisenhower’s vow to bear witness to geno-
cide is etched on a wall at the Holocaust Me-
morial Museum in Washington. That mu-
seum, and the ceremony we gather for this 
morning, ensure that we never forget. 

So what does it mean to bear witness? Cer-
tainly it means to remember, as we today re-
member the singular horrors suffered by the 
Jews of Europe. A more precise definition 
states that to bear witness means to testify 
to an event. I think it means even more than 
that. 

The Holocaust was uniquely evil. But bear-
ing witness to that genocide should also 
mean recognizing the lessons of history. 

After all, Landsberg—a town that conjured 
horror stories in 1945—was the same town 
where Adolf Hitler had written Mein Kampf 
in a prison cell in 1924. Indeed, camp Lager 
#2 was the end of a road that had been care-
fully mapped out—with stark frankness—by 
Hitler some twenty-one years earlier. 

I recently read Ian Kershaw’s biography of 
Hitler. Kershaw details frighteningly how 
the Nazis further manipulated irrational 
myths and fears into a perverted ‘‘logic’’ 
that demanded the systematic destruction of 
the Jewish people. Even the use of the term 
anti-Semitism was designed to give a false 
scientific cover to base brutality. 

In Kershaw’s words, ‘‘Most Jews in Impe-
rial Germany could feel reasonably sanguine 
about the future, could regard anti-Semitism 
as a throwback to a more primitive era that 
was on its way out. But Jews in Germany un-
derestimated the pernicious ways in which 
modern racial anti-Semitism differed from 
archaic forms of persecution of Jews, how-
ever vicious, in its uncompromising empha-
sis on biological distinctiveness, its links 
with assertive nationalism, and the ways it 
could be taken over and exploited in new 
types of political mass movements.’’ 

Jews made up only 8 tenths of 1 percent of 
the population of Germany. Nevertheless, 
Hitler was able to feed off pervasive anti- 
Semitism in Europe, as well as the despair of 
a nation that was reeling from a loss in war 
and a devastating economic depression. 

The cautionary tale is that when national 
anxieties mix with widespread prejudice, the 
result can be a visceral hatred— 
masquerading as reason—that blames one 
group for the failure of an entire society. 
Evil breeds in such a swamp. 

Our own country is not immune to dan-
gerous attitudes. A report last year by the 
Anti-Defamation League noted an alarming 
increase in anti-Semitic incidents in the 
United States. 

Not long ago, I attended a conference in 
Europe, and many were commenting on the 
upheavals among the Palestinians. 

I suggested to the audience that none of us 
should take Israel’s position for granted: It 
also faces upheavals. We needed to reflect on 
how Israelis might view events, too. In 
Israel, the election of Hamas looks like a re-
turn to 1947, when the country’s neighbors 
refused to accept Israel’s very existence. 

In its response to the recent terrorist Pass-
over bombing in Israel, Hamas continued to 
justify terrorism and feed hatred. Instead of 
facing up to the challenges of creating a 
democratic Palestinian state, Hamas has re-
treated to blaming the Palestinians’ prob-
lems on the Jews. 

Equally troubling, today the modern Jew-
ish democracy that emerged from the Holo-
caust faces a new threat from an Iranian 
leader who denies the very existence of that 
Holocaust . . . who threatens to wipe Israel 
and its people off the map . . . and who seeks 
nuclear weapons. 

This leader’s statements are plain. And the 
threat he poses is not just to Israel, but to 
the world. 

That is why the United States is working 
to build a global coalition to prevent Iran 
from acquiring weapons of mass destruction. 

In Iran and with Hamas, we are seeing 
scenes from the rise of political Islam. 
Theirs is a violent strain of radicalism that 
seeks to pervert a religion into an ideology 
of hatred and racism. 

There is a struggle for the soul of Islam. 
While some use religion to justify murder, 
other Muslims honor Islam’s noble past, wel-
coming diverse thought and living peacefully 
with people of other faiths, including Juda-
ism. Courageous Islamic reformers have em-
braced economic reform, free speech, the 
rights of women, peace, and democracy. 

It is not for Americans to determine the 
outcome of this struggle, though our interest 
in the result is immense. From the Mahgreb 
to Southeast Asia, only fellow Muslims can 
lead their brothers and sisters of faith to a 
better Islamic future. 

However, with policies that encourage de-
velopment, open markets, tolerance, indi-
vidual freedom, and democracy, the United 
States can bolster the chances of those who 
believe in a peaceful and hopeful Islam. 

Our recognition of genocide must also 
apply to other lands and peoples. 

Last year, I traveled to the Kigali Memo-
rial Centre in Rwanda. As I lay flowers at an 
open grave, I was chilled by the specters of 
the site. More than 250,000 victims of the 
Rwandan genocide are buried there, on a 
bright hillside overlooking a reviving city. 
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In 1994, more than 800,000 Rwandans were 
murdered in only a hundred days. 

Twelve years later, Rwandan peacekeepers 
in Sudan show us what it means to bear wit-
ness to genocide. On my four trips to Darfur 
last year, I was privileged to meet with 
many of the brave African Union soldiers 
who are struggling to offer peace and secu-
rity to some 2 million Sudanese who have 
been herded or retreated into camps. 

The Rwandans are among the best of the 
AU peacekeepers. They are serious men and 
women. They know what genocide is, and 
they are determined to do everything they 
can to stop it. 

This weekend, thousands of people will 
come to Washington—from synagogues, 
churches, college campuses, and commu-
nities across the country—to give voice to 
their concern about Darfur. 

I look forward to meeting with some of 
them. And I will discuss with them what I 
think it means to bear witness to genocide. 

Bearing witness means we remember . . . 
but memory is not enough. 

Bearing witness means giving testimony 
. . . but statements are not enough. 

Bearing witness means learning from his-
tory . . . but knowledge is not enough. 

Bearing witness must also mean acting 
against evil. 

President Bush has been pressing the world 
to help the people of Darfur. 

Our first imperative is to continue pro-
viding humanitarian relief to those who are 
suffering. To date in 2006, the United States 
has provided more than 86% of the food dis-
tributed by the World Food Program in 
Sudan. On my visits, I have had the privilege 
to meet with the brave humanitarian relief 
workers—mostly from nongovernmental or-
ganizations—who risk their lives to feed the 
hungry and care for the sick and frightened. 

Second, we need to improve security on the 
ground for the people of Darfur. This means 
transitioning from the current African 
Union peacekeeping force to a larger, more 
robust United Nations peacekeeping mission 
with a strong mandate, and with support 
from NATO. There is resistance to overcome, 
but it must be done. There is no time to 
waste. 

Finally, although humanitarian relief and 
peacekeeping forces are vital, they are only 
holding actions: We need a peace agreement 
to settle the Darfur conflict. The United 
States is working side-by-side with the Afri-
can Union and the European Union to ener-
gize the Abuja peace talks. A peace accord 
for Darfur is within reach. But such an 
agreement would only be the foundation of 
the next phase—to provide assistance to 
allow people to return home, reconcile 
tribes, and offer a path for development, op-
portunity, and hope. 

Another quote on the wall of the Holocaust 
Museum—this one from the Book of Isaiah— 
reminds us that we are all witnesses. 

As witnesses, we are here to remember. 
As witnesses, we must be ever vigilant. 
But above all, witnesses cannot be by-

standers. 
And so today we renew our resolve to take 

action, so that we can fulfill the promise of 
the survivors and the liberators: ‘‘Never 
Again.’’ 

f 

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
SISTER MARY ASSUMPTA 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Sister Mary 

Assumpta, superior of the Sisters of the Holy 
Spirit, whose 43-year ministry at the Jennings 
Center in Garfield Heights continues to heal 
the hearts and minds of countless residents 
and their loved ones. 

Sister Assumpta grew up in Pennsylvania, 
where she was instilled at an early age with 
love for family and service to others. She en-
tered the Catholic ministry at the youthful age 
of 17, and her commitment to faith and to 
helping those in need has never wavered 
since. Sister Assumpta’s leadership, vision 
and love is evident within every facet of the 
Jennings Center, a home for elderly residents 
and haven for their families. Her service as di-
rector of development, director of pastoral 
care, and her vital work with hospice programs 
continues to set a foundation of quality care 
and support that is reflected throughout the 
center. 

Sister Assumpta’s undeniable spirit, energy, 
quick wit and joy for life continue to frame her 
life. Her passion for baseball began in her 
youth and continues to this day. An avid 
Cleveland Indians fan, Sister Assumpta bakes 
more than 300 chocolate chip cookies every 
year for the players. Her major league exper-
tise is sought out annually by the CBS TV net-
work, where she provides commentary for the 
World Series games, and by WEWS, TV 5 in 
Cleveland, where she is a feature baseball 
writer. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of sister Mary 
Assumpta, superior of the Sisters of the Holy 
Spirit. Sister Assumpta’s love for life, for her 
colleagues, and most significantly, love for 
every resident of the Jennings Center, con-
tinues to raise their lives into a place of faith, 
hope and peace. Her influence and service 
cannot be accurately expressed in words, yet 
the lives she has touched and the joy she has 
shared has had a profound impact throughout 
the Jennings Center, and throughout our en-
tire community, and we are forever grateful. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF LEW TODD ON 
THE OCCASION OF THE 20TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE ENACTMENT 
OF NEW YORK CITY’S LAND-
MARK LESBIAN AND GAY 
RIGHTS LAW 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Mr. Lew Todd, an outstanding New 
Yorker who has devoted himself to his com-
munity, his city and his country throughout his 
life. Lew Todd is not just a leader, but a pio-
neering figure in the history of New York City’s 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender, GLBT, 
community, the largest of any city in our Na-
tion. This month, his leadership is being hon-
ored by the Stonewall Democratic Club at a 
ceremony commemorating the 20th anniver-
sary of the passage into law of New York 
City’s landmark gay rights bill. 

A proud veteran, Lew Todd served his Na-
tion with honor in the United States Navy dur-
ing the Korean war. Always dedicated to serv-
ing others, he made his home in New York 
City following his return stateside, and devoted 
his energies to his work and his community. 

He operated several small businesses, be-
coming a significant entrepreneur in the res-
taurant and nightlife industry in lower Manhat-
tan in the 1970s and 1980s. 

Continuously involved in the struggle for les-
bian and gay rights in the modern era that 
traces its origins to Greenwich Village, Lew 
Todd joined the Gay Activists Alliance in 1970, 
before the first anniversary of the Stonewall 
riots. Lew Todd quickly became a regular at 
the Firehouse, the Alliance’s legendary head-
quarters in lower Manhattan’s historic Soho 
neighborhood, which became New York’s first 
GLBT community center. 

At the Gay Activists Alliance, Lew Todd 
emerged as a talented, determined and inspi-
rational leader of a freshly budding branch of 
the civil rights movement. His political, organi-
zational and business skills became an indis-
pensable part of its planning and operations. 
In 1970 and 1971, he and his fellow activist 
and friend, the late Morty Manford, traveled 
the country as emissaries for the new gay 
rights movement, teaching other activists how 
to establish their own civil rights advocacy or-
ganizations. 

In its nascent phase, the gay and lesbian 
rights movement could only succeed in mak-
ing its voice heard by engaging in civil disobe-
dience and staging colorful, attention-getting 
and frequently disruptive demonstrations. Lew 
Todd’s sheer courage, as well as his larger- 
than-life physical presence, served as an an-
chor of strength in many such actions. At one 
notable event in 1972, Lew Todd and a young 
activist named Allen Roskoff, dressed to the 
nines in suits and ties, took to the dance floor 
at the elegant Rainbow Room atop Rockefeller 
Center. This action provoked a vivid dem-
onstration of the outdated and blatantly dis-
criminatory nature of the city’s public accom-
modation laws, garnering considerable media 
attention that helped effect their eventual de-
mise. That same year, Lew Todd placed gay 
rights on the national agenda as an official 
gay rights lobbyist at the Democratic National 
Convention. Thanks to his efforts, for the first 
time in America history a major national polit-
ical party was forced to consider the rights of 
gay and lesbian Americans and include their 
concerns in its platform. 

A visionary as well as a pioneer, Lew Todd 
possessed the ability to recognize and ac-
knowledge the need for the growing and ma-
turing civil rights movement to adopt new 
strategies and new tactics. As government, 
business and the news media began to take 
heed, Lew Todd saw that the gay rights move-
ment would need to employ negotiation and 
painstaking political organizing in order to 
more effectively achieve its goals. Inspired to 
open this new front in the struggle despite the 
objections of less far-seeing radical activists, 
Lew Todd became one of the founders of the 
National Gay & Lesbian Task Force. It was 
the first truly Nation-wide gay rights organiza-
tion to rely more on negotiation and organiza-
tion than an confrontation. He went on to 
found many of New York City’s most important 
GLBT political organizations, including Gay & 
Lesbian Independent Democrats and the influ-
ential citywide Stonewall Democratic Club, on 
whose executive board he has served since 
its founding 21 years ago. In its first years of 
operation, he served as a board member and 
treasurer for the Hetrick-Martin Institute, which 
operates the Harvey Milk School for GLBT 
youths. In 1984 he played a key role in con-
vincing New York City to sell the building that 
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today houses New York City’s Lesbian and 
Gay Community Services Center. In 1992, 
Lew Todd served as a delegate to the Demo-
cratic National Convention as an early sup-
porter of a promising candidate named Bill 
Clinton. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my distinguished 
colleagues join me in recognizing the enor-
mous contributions to civic and political life 
made by Lew Todd, a true pioneer and civil 
rights activist in the finest traditions of our 
great republic. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 75TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE NATIONAL 
HOUSING CONFERENCE (NHC) 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, today on 
the floor of the U.S. House of Representatives 
to recognize the 75th anniversary of the Na-
tional Housing Conference (NHC), an organi-
zation with over 900 members dedicated to 
forwarding the cause of affordable housing 
and community development. 

Organized in 1931 by Mary Simkhovitch, a 
reformer and social worker, this pioneering ad-
vocacy group was the first non-partisan, inde-
pendent coalition of its kind to include national 
housing leaders from both public and private 
sectors. NHC’s early membership included an 
array of bankers, builders, civic leaders, real-
tors, organized labor, architects and residents 
from across the greater New York City region. 
Since its inception, the organization has 
worked to elevate public awareness on the 
plight of America’s millions of working class 
families and its consequences on general wel-
fare. 

Early on, NHC was committed to making a 
difference in low-income communities across 
the country. The organization was instrumental 
in garnering support for the passage of key 
legislation, including the Federal Home Loan 
Bank Act, and the National Housing Act of 
1934 that created the Federal Housing Admin-
istration (FHA). After President Roosevelt 
stressed in his second inaugural address of 
1937 that ‘‘one third of the nation is ill-fed, ill- 
clothed and ill-housed’’—NHC sprang into ac-
tion and mobilized national support to per-
suade Congress to pass the critical Housing 
Act of 1937. 

After moving its headquarters from New 
York City to Washington, DC in 1945, NHC 
took on a new and tremendous challenge— 
‘‘get rid of the slums, eliminate substandard 
housing.’’ Working in conjunction with the 
labor movement to mobilize grassroots sup-
port, NHC’s incredible efforts helped to secure 
the passage of the landmark Housing Act of 
1949. This sweeping and ambitious housing 
legislation called for ‘‘a decent home and a 
suitable living environment for every American 
family.’’ 

During the 1950s and 1960s, NHC contin-
ued to draw upon its early successes to advo-
cate for the needs of America’s hardworking 
families and individuals. NHC played a major 
role in the passage of the Housing and Urban 
Development Act of 1965 that established the 
Cabinet-level Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, and the 1968 Fair Hous-

ing Act that prohibited discrimination based on 
race, religion, color, or national origin. 

NHC’s advocacy does not stop here. Over 
the past 35 years, the organization has never 
ceased to fight for a variety of legislative pro-
posals to improve the landscape of the afford-
able housing industry. From Section 8 hous-
ing, to home ownership programs, and even 
low income tax credits—NHC continues to 
fight for the integrity of these programs, de-
spite a constant battle for available federal re-
sources. 

In honor of the organization’s 75th anniver-
sary, an incredible milestone, NHC has rededi-
cated itself to a central mission: Fulfilling the 
Dream of the 1949 Housing Act—‘‘a decent 
home and a suitable living environment for 
every American family.’’ 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 75th anniversary of the National 
Housing Conference, and join with my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives to 
commend this organization for its outstanding 
service and dedication to making affordable 
housing a reality for the millions of working 
class American families across the country. 

f 

IN HONOR OF AUGUSTINE ‘‘GUS’’ 
STANDARD 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Augustine ‘‘Gus’’ 
Standard, upon his retirement that follows 
nearly 30 years of outstanding service with the 
City of Cleveland. 

In 1977, Mr. Standard joined the City of 
Cleveland workforce as Chief Deputy Clerk in 
the criminal division, before joining the Depart-
ment of Utilities as a security specialist. While 
there, Mr. Standard safeguarded the utilities 
division from various acts of theft and sabo-
tage. He was later promoted to collections 
manager with the Department of Community 
Development, where his insight, expertise and 
diligence reflected in his creation of a suc-
cessful in-house system of loan collection. 
Within a short time, millions of dollars of out-
standing loans were repaid to the Department. 

Mr. Standard was later promoted to Super-
visor of the Record Room, Division of Building 
and Housing. In that capacity, he established 
greatly needed internal control and systems to 
prepare and archive files and records. Since 
1983, Mr. Standard has worked as a MA/E 
Coordinator in the Contract Administration 
Section of Administrative Services. His re-
sponsibilities included contract and budget 
preparation; contract compliance; program 
evaluation; and special report preparation for 
City Hall and HUD, just to name a few. Mr. 
Standard consistently went above and beyond 
the usual call of duty, and was always willing 
to assist others whenever needed. Moreover, 
Mr. Standard’s enthusiasm, kind heart and 
concern for others framed his professional 
life—inspiring and motivating others to do their 
best by cultivating an atmosphere where a 
true sense of teamwork and friendship flour-
ished. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor, recognition and gratitude to Mr. Au-
gustine ‘‘Gus’’ Standard, upon his retirement 

from the City of Cleveland that follows nearly 
three decades of outstanding service and ac-
complishment. His dedication, expertise, lead-
ership, and energy, focused on making the 
City run as efficiently as possible, has lifted all 
facets of operations at Cleveland City Hall, 
and most importantly, has raised the lives of 
countless colleagues and citizens into the light 
of friendship and unity. I wish Mr. Standard 
and his family an abundance of health, peace 
and happiness as his journey begins from 
here. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘EM-
POWERMENT OF IRAQI WOMEN 
ACT OF 2006’’ 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today I, along 
with Representatives ZOE LOFGREN (D–CA), 
SUSAN DAVIS (D–CA), and CAROLYN MCCAR-
THY (D–NY), introduce the ‘‘Empowerment of 
Iraqi Women Act of 2006.’’ This legislation 
would establish an Iraqi Women’s Fund to 
help Iraqi women and girls in the areas of po-
litical, legal, and human rights, health care, 
education, training, security, and shelter, and it 
would authorize $22,500,000 in each fiscal 
year 2007, 2008, and 2009 for this fund. The 
‘‘Empowerment of Iraqi Women Act’’ would 
also provide that 15 percent of the aggregate 
amount of economic and humanitarian assist-
ance authorized for Iraq in each fiscal year 
2007, 2008, and 2009 shall be made available 
for assistance directly to Iraqi-led nongovern-
mental organizations (NGO) with dem-
onstrated experience in delivering services. 
Moreover, of that 15 percent, not less than 5 
percent shall be made available for Iraqi 
women-led organizations. The bill establishes 
requirements related to U.S. activities in Iraq 
including the inclusion of the perspectives and 
advice of Iraqi women’s organizations in U.S. 
policymaking related to the governance of 
Iraq, promoting the achievement of 25 percent 
of the seats in the National Assembly, and en-
couraging the appointment of women to high- 
level positions within Iraqi Ministries. Finally, 
this legislation would place certain require-
ments on post-conflict reconstruction and de-
velopment related to the partnering of U.S. or-
ganizations with Iraqi-led organizations and 
would require that the training of Iraqi military 
and police include the protection, rights, and 
needs of women. 

It is vitally important that the equality and 
rights of Iraqi women are assured. I have met 
with several delegations of Iraqi women during 
my trips to Iraq and here in Washington. I am 
always inspired by their strength and courage 
to speak out in support of equality, even in the 
face of danger. While these women have 
hope, they understand that the future is very 
uncertain. There must be full participation and 
equal treatment under the law for women in 
Iraq. Every country that protects its women is 
a stronger country, and Iraq will be a stronger 
country if women are able to preserve their 
representation in the new Iraqi government. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF IRENE RIOS 

DE PÉREZ 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
on the floor of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives to recognize the extraordinary life of Ms. 
Irene Rios de Pérez, a woman who exhibited 
great strength and determination over the 
years to overcome obstacles and achieve suc-
cess for herself and her family. 

Born April 22, 1911 in the village of Santa 
Rosa, Dorado, Puerto Rico, Irene persevered 
to overcome the challenges of an early or-
phaned childhood. She later married Don 
Francisco Pérez Ramos, and emigrated to 
New York City with her husband and seven 
children—Patricia, Elizabeth, Iris, Manuel, 
Samuel, David, and Francisco. 

Working to make a home for her family in 
New York City, Irene faced many difficulties— 
including those associated with discrimination, 
alienation, low income housing, and cultural 
adaptation. Yet, she never allowed her family 
to succumb to the challenges they encoun-
tered. While continuously caring for her family 
and loved ones, Irene pushed herself to attend 
night school and, in the late 1960’s, was 
awarded a high school diploma for her efforts 
from the New York City Board of Education. 

Throughout her long and full life, Irene has 
always had an enduring faith in God—which 
has enabled her to live a life that epitomizes 
respect for herself and others. She is also a 
capable singer who has used her talent to 
serve the spiritual needs of the close knit 
church community. 

After 95 years, Irene represents the very 
best of the human spirit, and continues to 
exude love, warmth, optimism, compassion, 
and forgiveness to all those around her. She 
remains committed to her family—which in-
cludes 11 grandchildren and 14 great-grand-
children—friends, and community around her. 
Her children are fortunate enough to share 
many of these same qualities and interests, as 
evidenced in their pursuits in fields such as 
human services, government, trade, military 
services, and finance. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Ms. Irene Rios de Pérez, and join 
with my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to recognize her many out-
standing achievements. 

f 

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
RICHARD DISTELHOSRT 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of my friend, Richard 
Distelhosrt, upon his induction into the Des 
Moines County Democrats Hall of Fame. Mr. 
Distelhosrt’s unwavering, sense of civic activ-
ism and volunteerism on behalf of vital social 
issues continues to make a positive difference 
within our democratic system of government— 
in Des Moines, Iowa and across the country. 

Mr. Distelhosrt’s life is framed by family, 
community and service to others. His quick 

wit, friendly personality and passion for social 
justice frames his character and inspires oth-
ers. His devotion and compassion for all of hu-
manity originates with family, where he took 
loving care of his wife Virginia, until her recent 
passing. Mr. Distelhosrt continues to be a 
guiding source of support and wisdom for his 
children, grandchildren and many friends. 

A political activist and staunch Democrat, 
Mr. Distelhosrt has volunteered countless 
hours that focused on creating positive change 
across the grassroots landscape of politics, 
both locally in his Des Moines community and 
nationwide. He is a long-time member of the 
Des Moines County Democratic Party, having 
served as the treasurer and Congressional li-
aison. He worked tirelessly on behalf of the 
2004 Kucinich for President Campaign, serv-
ing as the local chairperson. Additionally, Mr. 
Distelhosrt has organized and led rallies for 
peace, and continues to educate the people of 
Des Moines on significant legislative issues of 
concern, including the Monetary Act, by writing 
and distributing periodic newsletters. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of Mr. Richard 
Distelhosrt, as we celebrate his induction into 
the Des Moines County Hall of Fame. Mr. 
Distelhosrt ’s passionate activism, unwavering 
vision and expansive heart continues to raise 
up the community of Des Moines into the light 
of hope and possibility as he continues to 
lead, challenge and inspire us all. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE SESQUICENTEN-
NIAL OF THE CITY OF WIS-
CONSIN DELLS, WISCONSIN 

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to recognize the sesqui-
centennial celebration of the city of Wisconsin 
Dells, Wisconsin. I am indeed fortunate to rep-
resent such a great city. 

The impact the city of Wisconsin Dells has 
had on the history of the state of Wisconsin is 
indescribable. Located along a breathtaking 7- 
mile stretch of the Wisconsin River, it has 
been a tourist destination for over 150 years, 
and has now grown to be the largest recre-
ation center for families in the state of Wis-
consin and the Midwest, hosting over 2.5 mil-
lion people annually. 

In 1856, when the city was not even 1 year 
old, an editor of a Wisconsin paper wrote, 
‘‘We conclude that the wild, romantic scenery 
of the Dells will always make them a place of 
resort for seekers of pleasure.’’ The natural 
beauty which originally attracted early settlers 
and tourists 150 years ago has still been 
maintained for the enjoyment of current and 
future generations. 

Since its beginning, the industrial nature and 
forward thinking maintained by the community 
have brought numerous changes and growth. 
The Dells are widely recognized for diverse 
entertainment and recreation options. With at-
tractions such as Tommy Bartlett’s water ski 
show, amusement parks, Duck rides on Lake 
Delton, the oldest family-owned photographic 
studio in the Nation, and two state parks, Wis-
consin Dells is sure to enchant everyone who 
visits. 

The celebration for this landmark achieve-
ment will be marked over the days of June 10 
and June 11, 2006 through events such as the 
Taste of the Dells Festival, musical perform-
ances, and other community activities. The 
people of Wisconsin Dells deserve recognition 
for their great contributions to the state of Wis-
consin, and I congratulate them on reaching 
this historical benchmark. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF CHIEF 
MASTER SERGEANT ROBERT 
VAN OSS 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the retirement of Chief Master Sergeant 
Robert Van Oss, who will be retiring from the 
United States Air Force after more than 30 
years of service to his country. Chief Van Oss 
has led an exceptional military career special-
izing in healthcare. His proficiency in the med-
ical field has proved to be an invaluable serv-
ice in numerous ways during his years of serv-
ice. 

Robert J. Van Oss was born on June 20, 
1958 in Denver, Colorado. Upon finishing high 
school at John S. Greenway High School in 
Phoenix, Arizona in 1976, he enlisted in the 
Air Force. Upon completion of his training as 
a Medical Service Specialist, he applied his 
skills to numerous and important tasks. 

Chief Van Oss has performed a variety of 
assignments at bases in Texas, Louisiana, 
North Carolina, the Phillipines, Japan, Saudi 
Arabia, and South Korea. Recently he was de-
ployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom 
where he played a key role in the task of re-
constructing an Iraqi healthcare system. He 
has also made vital contributions to the proc-
ess of obtaining equipment for the purpose of 
medical evacuations in both the Air Force’s 
aeromedical evacuation system and the Army 
medical evacuation system. 

Chief Van Oss will be retiring as Chief of 
Medical Enlisted Issues for Air Mobility Com-
mand where he provides professional advice 
to the AMC Command Surgeon on issues per-
taining to the 3,900 enlisted medical personnel 
who provide healthcare services throughout 
the command and at Scott Air Force Base. In 
addition, he is currently the AMC Aerospace 
Medical Service Technician Functional Man-
ager and is responsible for technicians located 
at 15 bases throughout the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating CMSgt Robert Van Oss on 
his long and distinguished military career and 
thanking him for his service in the United 
States Air Force and to his country. 

f 

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
AMBASSADOR ANDREW YOUNG 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Ambassador Andrew 
Young, as the City Club of Cleveland honors 
him with the Citadel of Free Speech Award. 
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Ambassador Young was born and raised in 

New Orleans to parents who instilled within 
him and his brother the value of hard work, 
education and the significance of giving back 
to others. Following his graduation from How-
ard University, Ambassador Young’s unwaver-
ing social conscience directed him to a life of 
social activism, leadership and the Christian 
ministry. He studied the writings and ideology 
of Gandhi, and became drawn to the methods 
of non-violent resistance as a catalyst for 
change within the civil rights movement, in-
cluding organizing civil rights demonstrations 
and drives to register African Americans to 
vote. Ambassador Young formed a close bond 
with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and chose to 
stay in Atlanta to work as one of Dr. King’s 
lead commanders on the front lines of the civil 
rights movement. Ambassador Young was 
named the executive director of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. Like other 
civil rights heroes who dared to challenge the 
status quo, Ambassador Young remained 
committed to the cause, despite death threats 
and being jailed for his participation in the 
movement. 

In 1972, Ambassador Young was elected as 
the first African American Congressman from 
Georgia. He was re-elected in 1974 and 1976. 
Following his third term in Congress, President 
Jimmy Carter appointed him as the United 
States Ambassador to the United Nations, 
where he served with courage, conviction and 
integrity. In 1981, President Carter awarded 
him with the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 
Later that year, Ambassador Young was elect-
ed as Mayor of Atlanta. He was reelected in 
1985. During his tenure, he raised Atlanta 
onto a platform of economic strength and 
international investment, which set a course 
for Atlanta as a vibrant, thriving city that con-
tinues today. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of Ambassador An-
drew Young, whose vision, commitment, activ-
ism and wisdom continue to raise America into 
the light and promise of social justice for all. 
As recipient of the Citadel of Free Speech 
Award, presented by the City Club of Cleve-
land, Ambassador Young continues to per-
sonify the words—grace, courage, and devo-
tion to our freedoms and commitment to peo-
ple here in America and around the world. 
Ambassador Young’s life continues to be a 
journey of inspiration for every American, and 
his goodwill and activism continues to extend 
from across our Nation to places around the 
world, lending us all hope for the promise of 
a better day. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SANTA CRUZ 
FOUNDATION FOR THE DREAM 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to com-
mend the efforts of all fundraising efforts for 
the MLK Memorial and in particular the ‘‘Santa 
Cruz Foundation For The Dream.’’ As you 
know, Congress has approved the design and 
building of the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial 
on the National Mall in Washington D.C. Con-
gress has vowed to financially assist as much 
as they can for the construction of the memo-

rial, but substantial monetary donations by 
American people are still necessary to com-
mence construction of this Memorial. 

The MLK Memorial has drawn the attention 
and efforts of Americans nationwide. Celeb-
rities, such as Morgan Freeman and Halle 
Berry have volunteered their time and services 
in fundraising efforts by participating in Public- 
Service Announcements that intend to educate 
and initiate the public’s involvement in the Me-
morial’s construction. Furthermore, such cor-
porations as Toyota and Tommy Hilfiger Inc. 
have become highly involved in fundraising by 
special endorsements and hosting a celebrity 
golf tournament raising $1.5 million for the me-
morial. In addition to these celebrity and, cor-
porate efforts, our local efforts should be rec-
ognized too as key contributors to the MLK 
Memorial. 

Led by the ‘‘Santa Cruz Foundation For The 
Dream’’, the people of Santa Cruz County 
have embarked on a tireless effort to raise 
consciousness of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
teachings. Additionally, they have been work-
ing extensively on obtaining funds for the Me-
morial. This foundation has initiated a move-
ment to incorporate a conscience-awareness 
program in area schools ‘‘Kids for King.’’ 
Building from these efforts, the foundation 
hopes that local governments, businesses, 
families, and individuals will participate in the 
collective effort of raising funds and aware-
ness for the Memorial. 

In recognition of Santa Cruz County’s ef-
forts, I support including on the Founding 
Members Wall on the Memorial, an acknowl-
edgement for ‘‘the People of Santa Cruz, Cali-
fornia’’. With Santa Cruz County’s continuing 
efforts in the memorial effort, I am hopeful this 
founding members acknowledgement will 
occur. 

f 

COMMEMORATING SOPHRONIA M. 
TOMPKINS HIGH SCHOOL CLASS 
OF 1966 

HON. JACK KINGSTON 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
commemorate the Sophronia M. Tompkins 
High School Class of 1966 on celebrating their 
40th class reunion. 

Sophronia M. Tompkins High School was 
built in 1955 where a dedicated group of edu-
cators shaped the lives of hundreds of forth-
right men and women. Although the school as 
it was once known is no longer standing, the 
students that gained life-changing lessons in 
this learning institution have not forgotten the 
ideals taught. 

This institution has brought forth play-
wrights, educators, entrepreneurs, nurses, civil 
servants, ministers, and public servants who 
credit their tenure at Sophronia M. Tompkins 
High School to launching their futures. 

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
CHIEF ANTHONY H. JACKSON 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Chief Anthony H. 
Jackson, whose recent retirement as the chief 
of police with the Cuyahoga Metropolitan 
Housing Authority Police Department, 
CMHAPD, reflects 33 years of excellence in 
law enforcement, framed by leadership, ac-
complishment, integrity and an unwavering 
commitment on behalf of the security and 
safety of the public housing residents of our 
community. 

Chief Jackson’s illustrious career in law en-
forcement began in 1973 when he became a 
police officer with the city of Cleveland Police 
Department, CPD. He quickly rose through the 
ranks, serving as detective, sergeant, district 
lieutenant and commander for the CPD. He 
accepted the appointment of police chief with 
the CMHAPD in 1994. For the past 12 years, 
Chief Jackson’s leadership, vision and exper-
tise has transformed the CMHAPD into a na-
tionally recognized and respected department 
that serves as a model of efficiency and secu-
rity for numerous public housing police depart-
ments. 

Because of his guidance, the CMHAPD is 
one of only six State certified public housing 
police departments in the entire Nation to at-
tain national accreditation, bestowed in 1998. 
Additionally, the CMHAPD was the first police 
department of its kind to achieve 100 percent 
compliance in its initial assessment for accred-
itation in 1998, and for every subsequent re- 
accreditation since. Though busy with family 
and his profession, Chief Jackson also found 
time to volunteer on behalf of numerous civic 
and community endeavors, including his long- 
time commitment to the Boys & Girls Club of 
Cleveland. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honor, gratitude and recognition of Chief 
Anthony H. Jackson. His highly regarded, ad-
mired and emulated tenure as a police officer 
with the city of Cleveland and as chief with the 
CMHAPD has uplifted the organization onto a 
platform of efficiency and accomplishment, 
and most significantly, has strengthened the 
foundation of safety and security for every 
resident, thereby uplifting our entire commu-
nity. I wish Chief Jackson, his wife Michele, 
their five daughters and one granddaughter, 
an abundance of health, peace and happiness 
as he journeys onward from here. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL A. MAIER 
HONORING HIS CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO OREGON ON THE OCCASION 
OF HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my great pleasure to pay special tribute to one 
of Oregon’s most dedicated and accomplished 
public servants. After 27 years, Mr. Michael A. 
Maier is retiring from the position of Deschutes 
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County Administrator. During his career, Mike 
has led Deschutes County through a period of 
unprecedented growth which has transformed 
a small rural community into a thriving region 
that attracts visitors and new residents from 
throughout the country. 

Mike was born and raised in Santa Barbara, 
California. Upon entering adulthood, he proud-
ly served his country as a member of the 
United States Marine Corps, holding the posi-
tion of Group Communication Center Super-
visor. Following his discharge, he attended, 
California State University where he graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Public 
and Business Administration in 1974. He then 
proceeded to obtain a Masters Degree in Pub-
lic Administration from the University of South-
ern California in 1976. 

After completing his education, Mike moved 
to Oregon and became an Administrator in the 
Oregon Circuit and District Court system. 
However, Mike’s interest in government con-
tinued to grow, and by 1979, he chose to pur-
sue a career in the broader field of public ad-
ministration. He assumed his current position 
as Deschutes County Administrator in May 
1979 and has been a highly respected and 
valued contributor to both the community and 
local government ever since. 

During Mike’s tenure, Deschutes County 
has consistently ranked as one of the fastest 
growing regions in the United States. The 
rapid increase in population, from approxi-
mately 62,000 in 1979 to nearly 145,000 in 
2005, has presented a wealth of challenges 
and opportunities. Mike skillfully guided the 
County through this transition, managing orga-
nizational growth from 250 employees to well 
over 800 and an annual budget of just over 
$16 million in 1979 to almost $228 million 
today. 

Among Mike’s many accomplishments as a 
Public Administrator, he is justifiably proudest 
of those that brought fiscal strength and sta-
bility to Deschutes County. His creativity and 
innovation are the source of a system in which 
existing property and partnerships are lever-
aged to construct new County facilities without 
additional cost to the taxpayer. He also initi-
ated a self-insurance program that has saved 
millions of taxpayer dollars while creating an 
environment of trust and cooperation between 
County management, employees, and labor 
organizations and serving as a model for other 
communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my colleagues to 
join me in honoring one of Oregon’s finest 
public servants, Mike Maier. On behalf of the 
citizens of the Second District of Oregon, I am 
proud to recognize Mike’s numerous achieve-
ments and to wish him the best as he enters 
a well-deserved retirement. 

f 

HONORING ARMANDO DE JESUS 
DOMINGUEZ 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to take this opportunity to recognize Mr. 
Armando de Jesus Dominguez of Saga Bay 
for his remarkable work as an artist. 

Most recently, Mr. Dominguez has been se-
lected out of 4,000 entries as one of ten artists 

featured by the Smithsonian’s National Portrait 
Gallery. Mr. Dominguez’s works and journals 
are published on the gallery’s ‘‘Portrait of an 
Artist’’ web site. His competition entry Mr. Wil-
liams is a riveting portray of a Palmetto Senior 
High School teacher, an expression of the art-
ist’s patience and skill. 

Mr. Dominguez was born in Havana, Cuba, 
and came to Miami with his family at the age 
of 12. A self-taught painter, he works as a 
graphic designer for the Spanish-language 
network Univision. In his artistic work, he fo-
cuses on landscape painting and now has a 
three-year backlog of commissioned work. 
Dedicated to his community, he also visits 
local schools and gives presentations to ex-
pose children to the arts. 

Mr. Dominguez, thank you for your contin-
ued commitment to the promotion of the arts. 
Your unwavering pursuit of your vision through 
painting has been an inspiration to others. It is 
this passion, incredible talent, and service to 
the community of Saga Bay that makes our 
lives richer and Florida stronger. I congratulate 
Mr. Armando DeJesus Dominguez on his 
achievement and service to the community. 

f 

AMENDING TITLE 49, UNITED 
STATES CODE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 6, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of Congressman LATOURETTE’s 
bill, H.R. 5449. I am pleased my fellow Ohioan 
has brought this important issue to the floor of 
the House. 

The contract negotiations between air traffic 
controllers and the FAA that began in July of 
2005 have been an arduous process for both 
sides. But the resolution of the negotiation 
stalemate should not be an imposition of the 
FAA’s most recent contract offer on the union. 
Rather, both parties should return to the bar-
gaining table, or make use of another collabo-
rative process, such as the Federal Service 
Impasse Panel, to reach a resolution. 

News reports in recent weeks have high-
lighted the upcoming summer travel season 
and the expected record numbers of air pas-
sengers. With more travelers in the air and 
likely delays associated with the severe 
weather of summer, he important role of air 
traffic controllers is even more vital. We need 
experienced controllers to ensure safe flights 
and timely arrivals. We need controllers who 
are able to focus on their jobs and not dis-
tracted by contract negotiations. 

The result of this extensive negotiation 
should not be the unilateral imposition of the 
FAA’s will. The negotiated contract should be 
a result of a collaborative process, as Con-
gressman LATOURETTE’S bill would ensure. I 
urge my colleagues to support H.R. 5449. 

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE 
NORTH AMERICAN WETLANDS 
CONSERVATION REAUTHORIZA-
TION ACT 

HON. RICHARD W. POMBO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
introduce legislation today to extend the North 
American Wetlands Conservation Act. Joining 
with me in this effort are Representatives NICK 
RAHALL, WAYNE T. GILCHREST, THELMA DRAKE, 
MARK KENNEDY, JOHN D. DINGELL and CURT 
WELDON. 

First enacted in 1989, the North American 
Wetlands Conservation Act or NAWCA has 
become one of the most popular and effective 
conservation programs in the history of this 
Nation. Since the first Wetland Grant was a 
warded 15 years ago, more than 1,500 con-
servation projects have been funded involving 
more than 3,200 partners. As a result, more 
than 23 million acres of wetlands and associ-
ated habitat has been protected, restored or 
enhanced in the United States, Canada and 
Mexico. 

Wetlands are among the world’s most pro-
ductive environments. They are critical to the 
survival of not only thousands of species of 
marine fish and invertebrates, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and wildlife populations but also 
to the people who live along our coasts. In es-
sence, they are horizontal levees. Without 
these wetlands and coastal barriers, the im-
pact of last year’s huge hurricanes in the Gulf 
of Mexico would have been far worse in terms 
of loss of human life and wildlife habitat and 
the destruction of private property. According 
to the U.S. Geological Survey, for every 2.7 
miles a hurricane travels across marshes and 
wetlands the storm surge is reduced by one 
foot. 

Wetlands protect ground and surface water, 
purify water by removing sediments and nutri-
ents, reduce the severity of flooding, prevent 
erosion and provide habitat for a diverse com-
munity of plants, animals, fish and birds. In 
particular, millions of migratory birds depend 
on wetlands throughout their life cycles as 
breeding, staging and resting grounds. Sadly, 
more than half of our Nation’s original colonial 
wetlands have been lost. The fundamental 
goal of the North American Wetlands Con-
servation Act is to conserve remaining wetland 
habitat. It is a program that is working and it 
is a sound investment of U.S. taxpayer funds. 

In my own Congressional District in Cali-
fornia, there have been a number of approved 
NAWCA projects. A recent example is the $1 
million grant issued to the North San Joaquin 
Valley Wetland Habitat Project to protect, re-
store and enhance over 36,000 acres of wet-
lands, riparian and upland habitats. The prime 
sponsor of this project is the California Water-
fowl Association. This organization is working, 
with local landowners to ensure that critical 
habitat can provide maximum benefits to mi-
gratory birds and a host of other wildlife spe-
cies. Under their leadership, the California 
Waterfowl Association and its non-govern-
mental partners will contribute $2.3 million to-
wards the success of this grant. 

Since the inception of this program, the 
amount of private non-governmental matching 
money has been remarkable. In fact, it now 
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stands in excess of $2.1 billion. This unique 
public-private wetland conservation partner-
ship effort is a classic case of how govern-
ment should work and because of these 
proactive conservation grants dozens of spe-
cies are witnessing a renaissance in the 
growth in their population numbers. 

It is, therefore, not surprising that this pro-
gram has been enthusiastically supported by 
nearly every conservation organization in 
America including Ducks Unlimited, the Con-
gressional Sportsmen’s Foundation, the Asso-
ciation of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, Cali-
fornia Waterfowl Association, National Audu-
bon Society, Nature Conservancy, the Na-
tional Rifle Association, Pheasants Forever 
and the Wildlife Management Institute. 

For the past 5 years, Congress has appro-
priated about $40 million each year for the 
North American Wetlands Conservation Pro-
gram. In its budget submission, the Bush ad-
ministration recommend an allocation of $41.6 
million and under current law the maximum 
amount that can be appropriated in FY’07 is 
$75 million. Under the terms of this legislation, 
the North American Wetlands Conservation 
Reauthorization Act of 2006, existing funding 
levels would be extended for an additional 5 
years. 

Mr. Speaker, the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act has been remarkably effec-
tive and successful in conserving wetlands. 
This program has earned an extension and I 
compliment my colleagues for joining with me 
in this effort. 

I am confident that this important legislation 
will be warmly embraced by the Administration 
and President Bush who has stated that ‘‘The 
North American Wetlands Conservation Reau-
thorization Act shows our concern for the envi-
ronment and our respect for future generations 
of Americans’’. I look forward to giving the 
President the opportunity to sign this important 
conservation measure into law this year. 

f 

VERMONT’S OUTSTANDING 
BUSINESS IS EMPLOYEE-OWNED 

HON. BERNARD SANDERS 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, I want to bring 
to the Nation’s attention, and to celebrate, the 
winner of this year’s Deane C. Davis Out-
standing Vermont Business Award, King Ar-
thur, Flour of Norwich, Vermont. 

Founded in 1790, back when the Nation’s 
President was George Washington, King Ar-
thur is the oldest flour company in America. It 
is also one of the most progressive. It had 
three owners 215 years ago; today, it has 200. 
For those who work at King Arthur Flour are 
not just employees: They own the company. In 
1996 its management began an Employee 
Stock Ownership Plan [ESOP]. Today, King 
Arthur Flour is a 100 percent employee-owned 
company. 

And King Arthur’s president and CEO, Ste-
ven Voigt, is helping businesses all across the 
Nation follow the company’s example, for 
Steve Voigt is chair of the ESOP Association. 
The ESOP Association, founded in 1978, is a 
national non-profit membership organization, 
with 18 local chapters, serving approximately 
2,400 ESOPs. 

King Arthur Flour itself was founded in Bos-
ton, Massachusetts, in 1790 and moved its 
headquarters to Vermont in 1986. The com-
pany has grown since then from a regional 
staple to a brand known nationwide for its pu-
rity and consistent quality; from a small mail- 
order business with five employees in 1990 to 
the premier baker’s resource in America with 
nearly 200 employees today; from a family- 
owned operation for five generations to a 100 
percent employee-owned business. Its flour is 
sold in supermarkets in everyone of the Na-
tion’s 50 States. 

While most of America’s flour makers for the 
retail market have seen their sales decline, 
King Arthur has bucked the trend: Its sales 
have increased 15 percent over the past dec-
ade. This should be no surprise. Employee 
ownership is good for business. 

Ten years ago, King Arthur made the move 
toward employee ownership. It holds quarterly 
owners’ meetings, and its employees gather 
monthly in what they call ‘‘Town Meetings’’ to 
keep information flowing and to make sure de-
cisions are participatory. The company’s 
books are open. 

An employee-owned company can have a 
larger and more progressive agenda than just 
its core business. King Arthur’s employee- 
owners have established a program that al-
lows them to volunteer up to 40 hours a year 
to a non-profit orgnization—and get paid by 
the company for that time. King Arthur knows 
that simply making and selling healthy, non- 
bleached and non-bromated flour is not 
enough: It has been offering free bread-mak-
ing classes to 12,000 people a year in 40 
American cities. And it has taught over 60,000 
middle school students to bake bread—and 
taught them about giving and sharing, by pro-
viding the students ingredients so that they 
can bake bread for local foodbanks. 

King Arthur Flour employees are worth rec-
ognizing because they show so plainly that 
CEOs who run companies from the top down, 
and who reward themselves with 431 times 
the amount that their average employees 
make, are not essential to running a corpora-
tion efficiently and well. ESOPS are soundly 
managed, good to work for, forward-looking, 
environmentally conscious. And they make a 
profit. 

So there are many reasons why, in 
Vermont, one of our major ESOPs, King Ar-
thur Flour, has just been recognized by the 
Chamber of Commerce and Vermont Business 
Magazine as the outstanding business in the 
entire state. 

There is much to be learned from the model 
that the employees at King Arthur Flour have 
developed so successfully. 

f 

AMENDING TITLE 49, UNITED 
STATES CODE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 6, 2006 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 5449. 

This bill, sponsored by Representative 
LATOURETTE, will restore fairness and account-
ability to the FAA’s negotiating process. 

It is time that Congress steps in to ensure 
that no serious damage is done to the integrity 

and safety of our aviation system. We must 
support the men and women who help keep 
our airways safe and on time. 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
has been trying to circumvent real negotiations 
and to unilaterally impose a contract on the air 
traffic controllers. Increasingly, they have re-
fused to negotiate in good faith in an effort to 
create a false impasse. 

Congress must act! Earlier this week, the 
FAA moved to start implementing its unilateral 
changes to the terms and conditions of em-
ployment for our nation’s air traffic controllers. 

The system is already facing a massive 
staffing crisis that could leave fewer and fewer 
qualified and trained controllers guiding record 
air traffic. More than 7,000 air traffic control-
lers are expected to retire over the next nine 
years. Air traffic controller staffing is critical. 
We will need 1,000 new air traffic controllers 
per year over the next five years to avert a 
staffing crisis. These conditions will lead to an 
erosion of talent at the agency because retire-
ment-eligible controllers, the FAA’s most expe-
rienced, would see the imposition as a reason 
to retire. This will in turn make recruiting re-
placement controllers of quality and excellence 
much more difficult. Possible delays due to 
staff shortages and inexperienced staff, as 
well as the closing of severely understaffed fa-
cilities could impose hundreds of millions of 
dollars in unnecessary costs for consumers 
and communities. 

H.R. 5449 would encourage the FAA and 
the National Air Traffic Controllers Association 
(NATCA) in the contract negotiations to reach 
an agreement and turn toward other important 
matters, including the future growth and safety 
of the U.S. air traffic system. 

This bill would allow for the existing sections 
of the law to be utilized to solve the contrac-
tual differences—the same way disputes are 
settled for other federal workers. It would allow 
for this and future disputes to be settled in a 
manner that ensures a fair hearing for both 
sides. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 5449 
and restore fairness to this negotiating proc-
ess and keep America’s airways flowing safely 
and professionally. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
was present and voting during the series of 
rollcall votes that included rollcall No. 226, 
final passage of the FY2007 Homeland Secu-
rity Appropriations bill. While I believed that I 
had voted ‘‘yea’’ on the measure, apparently 
the electronic voting system did not register 
this vote. I would like to ensure that the record 
reflect that my vote, had it been recorded, 
would have been ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 226. 
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CYCLING ACROSS AMERICA— 
ADVENTURES FOR THE CURE 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, according 
to the American Diabetes Association, there 
are 20.8 million children and adults in the 
United States, roughly equivalent to 7 percent 
of the population, who are living with diabetes. 

I would like to recognize three young ath-
letes as they ride across America to raise 
awareness for Diabetes. Adam Driscoll, Jesse 
Stump, and Patrick Blair, riding exclusively 
fixed gear bicycles, left from Washington State 
on Sunday, May 14, 2006. They are hoping to 
arrive at their destination in Maryland some-
time in early September. They are also riding 
to raise awareness for ‘‘Kupenda for Chil-
dren,’’ an organization that provides support 
for children with disabilities in Africa. 

Driscoll, Stump, and Blair will be accom-
panied on portions of the ride, by African born 
Emmanuel Yeboah. Yeboah, the subject of the 
feature length documentary, ‘‘Emmanuel’s 
Gift,’’ overcame disability—he is missing one 
of his legs—to ride 600km across Ghana, Afri-
ca. 

During their ride the athletes plan to make 
public appearances in communities to get the 
word out about what they are doing. They wel-
come opportunities to schedule additional vis-
its along the way. 

To read more about this exciting and unique 
endeavor in honor of people with disabilities 
everywhere, and to follow the adventures of 
the athletes, please visit their web site 
(http://www.adventuresforthecure.com). 

f 

HONORING THE COMMUNITY 
SERVICE OF MARSHALL SLOANE 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate Marshall Sloane who is being hon-
ored by the Anti-Defamation League’s New 
England Region with their Distinguished Com-
munity Service Award. As the former Mayor of 
Somerville, MA where Mr. Sloane founded the 
Century Bank Trust and Company, I have wit-
nessed firsthand the commitment that he has 
to improving the community around him. This 
honor is well deserved. 

A World War II Navy veteran, Mr. Sloane at-
tended Somerville High School and Boston 
University. He founded the Century Bank and 
Trust Company in 1969: Today, there are 23 
branches in the Greater Boston area. 

Mr. Sloane’s civic involvement includes 
membership on the National Executive Board 
of the Boy Scouts of America, Co-Chair of the 
Dimock Community Health Center’s Board of 
Visitors, Board of Trustees of the Somerville 
Museum and a Member of the Corporation of 
the Perkins School for the Blind. 

He has been honored by many organiza-
tions for his dedication to community service. 
Some of these include the American Cancer 
Society, Boston University’s School of Man-
agement, the City of Somerville and the Boy 
Scouts of America. 

Marshall Sloane has received the Israel 
Peace Medal for his support of the State of 
Israel. The Knighthood of St. Gregory the 
Great was conferred on him on behalf of his 
Holiness Pope John Paul II. He has also re-
ceived the Boy Scouts of America’s three 
highest honors: the Silver Beaver, the Silver 
Antelope and the Silver Buffalo. 

As Marshall Sloane’s business grew, he 
never forgot the importance of giving some-
thing back to the community. Marshall Sloane 
has lived by this conviction his entire life, as 
evidenced by his volunteer work and numer-
ous awards. He inherited this dedication to 
others from his parents, shared it with his wife 
Barbara, who joined him in many community 
efforts, and passed it on to his children. It is 
fitting that the Anti-Defamation League honors 
him for his unwavering commitment to improv-
ing the world around him. Marshall Sloane’s 
belief that one must give something back to 
the community serves as a shining example 
for all of us. 

f 

WORLDWIDE ENVIRONMENTAL 
RANKINGS: A USEFUL TOOL FOR 
POLICYMAKERS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
enter into the RECORD, information about the 
new Environmental Performance Index (EPI) 
ranking that was researched by experts at 
Yale and Columbia Earth Institute, and re-
vealed in the World Economic forum in Davos, 
Switzerland in early 2006. ‘‘The index draws 
on available data to measure 133 countries on 
16 indicators in six established policy cat-
egories: environmental health, air quality, 
water resources, and sustainable energy.’’ EPI 
is the brainchild of Daniel Esty, director of the 
Yale Center for Environment Law and Policy 
and Hilhouse Professor of Environmental Law 
and Policy, who has high hopes for the 
project. An overarching score and ranking 
such as the EPI can be instrumental in draft-
ing environmental policies. For example Haiti 
has an EPI of 114 whereas the Dominican Re-
public, a country of similar geography and nat-
ural resources, has a ranking of 54. A com-
parative analysis of these two countries would 
be extremely helpful to policymakers who are 
trying to improve the environmental standards 
of Haiti. EPI also provides an evaluation of the 
performances of the current governments in 
terms of their environmental standards. EPI is 
an excellent resource that encourages dis-
course and is a potentially useful tool for pre-
paring environmental legislation. 

I would like to draw the attention of the Con-
gress to this resource. 
WORLDWIDE ENVIRONMENTAL RANKINGS: WILL 

NATIONS COMPETE TO BE GREEN? 
At the World Economic Forum in Davos, 

Switzerland, in early 2006, a new global sur-
vey was unveiled that assigns a numerical 
ranking to individual nations based on their 
environmental practices and outcomes. 

The Environmental Performance Index 
(EPI), which has prompted both praise and 
controversy in the international environ-
mental community, draws on available data 
to measure 133 countries on 16 indicators in 
six established policy categories: environ-

mental health, air quality, water resources, 
biodiversity and habitat, productive natural 
resources, and sustainable energy. A team of 
experts at Yale and Columbia University’s 
Earth Institute analyzed the data to produce 
the rankings. 

The EPI is the brainchild of Daniel C. 
Esty, director of the Yale Center for Envi-
ronmental Law and Policy and Hillhouse 
Professor of Environmental Law and Policy. 
Esty, a member of RFF’s Board of Directors, 
believes that it will be a critical tool in bol-
stering successful pollution control and nat-
ural resource management worldwide. (Full 
text of the report and a summary for policy-
makers are available at www.yale.edu/epi.) 

Resources asked Esty to explore the policy 
aims and outcomes of the EPI with Senior 
Fellow Jim Boyd. Their conversation fol-
lows. 

Boyd: Give me the big picture as a place to 
start. What was your primary motivation for 
doing this? And how does your ranking sys-
tem relate to other performance measures, 
such as national welfare accounting? 

Esty: Our goal is to shift environmental 
decisionmaking onto firmer analytic founda-
tions. We’re trying to make policymaking— 
across the full spectrum of pollution control 
and natural resource management issues— 
more empirical, more fact based, and more 
durable. 

One of our motivations was to provide a 
counterbalance to the emphasis on GDP 
growth, which is taken so seriously, not only 
by economists, but also by decisionmakers in 
government. We believe the index provides a 
fairly clean and clear look at current govern-
ment performance across a spectrum of core 
environmental challenges. 

Boyd: One of the things that will imme-
diately jump out at people is the fact that 
the United States ranks 28, not far from Cy-
prus. That’s a little surprising to me person-
ally, but how do you view that? 

Esty: When I present the EPI in the United 
States, people are often surprised—even 
shocked—that the United States ranks as 
low as 28. When I present the EPI in Europe, 
people are often surprised—even shocked— 
that the United States ranks as high as 28. 
The United States does very well on some 
issues, like provision of drinking water—it 
really is unsurpassed in the world in terms of 
the percentage of the population that has ac-
cess to safe water. But it does much worse, if 
not quite poorly, on a range of other issues, 
like greenhouse gas emissions. So, if you are 
sitting in America, where the air looks pret-
ty clear and the drinking water looks pretty 
clean, you might say, gee, why aren’t we 
closer to the top? But in Europe, where peo-
ple are very much focused on the U.S. failure 
to step up to the climate change challenge, 
people think the United States should rank 
about 130 out of 133 countries. 

Boyd: Certain things that you are meas-
uring are more amendable to control by gov-
ernment or society, while others seem more 
like a country’s natural resource inherit-
ance, such as its geography or climate. Are 
areas for improvement things that all coun-
tries can act on—or are some countries stuck 
with their bad environmental luck? 

Esty: All six of the core policy areas that 
we are looking at represent important chal-
lenges that governments can be held ac-
countable for: the quality of their air, water, 
land-use, and biodiversity, how they manage 
productive natural resources, habitat protec-
tion, and energy and climate change. 

Clearly, some governments are better posi-
tioned to hit the established targets because 
of their underlying natural resource endow-
ments or, for example, because of their rel-
atively low population density so they don’t 
strain the resources of their land—a good ex-
ample would be Sweden. But are these things 
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that governments should be looking at? Ab-
solutely. Are governments being held ac-
countable for these things? All across the 
board. 

Boyd: When you come up with a ranking 
like this, there’s a power in boiling it all 
down to that one number. Talk to me about 
your philosophy of doing that versus 
disaggregating what you have done and 
going deeper on the specific issues. 

Esty: What we found is that there is enor-
mous power in presenting a single, over-
arching score and a ranking related to that. 
This is what attracts top-tier government of-
ficials, presidents, ministers, and the media. 
Everyone loves rankings, and everyone 
wants to know who is up and who is down. 
From a policy point of view, however, that’s 
just a hook to draw people into a dialogue. 

What we are really excited about—and 
where I think we are succeeding—is what 
comes after people look at that top-line 
number, when they get a chance to drill 
down to the underlying rankings that relate 
to the core policy categories and even below 
that, to the issue-by-issue analyses that are 
the foundation of the index. The rankings 
lure people into a policy dialogue that can 
surface best practices that put some nations 
nearer the top of the ladder. 

Boyd: Tell me your thoughts on how this 
work relates to the Millennium Ecosystem 
Assessment, issued in 2005. 

Esty: The Millennium Ecosystem Assess-
ment and the EPI share a common vision of 
a more data-driven approach to environ-
mental decisionmaking, where we really 
look at on-the-ground facts and results so 
that policy priorities can be based on good 
information and good science. What differen-
tiates the EPI and gives it particular trac-
tion is that it is aligned not on an ecosystem 
basis, like the Millennium Ecosystem As-
sessment, but rather on a national basis. Na-
tional-state boundaries are the true lines of 
accountability. 

In our index, where countries rank low, 
there’s no ducking, there’s no hiding. The 
political officials find they are called upon 
to answer for poor performance, and we 
think that’s a very powerful tool. No one 
wants to be at the bottom of the rankings: 
every country would like to be higher up. We 
made particular efforts to group countries 
with regard to appropriate peers so that they 
are not ranking themselves against the top 
of the spectrum, per se, but against others 
that are similarly situated. 

Take Haiti, for example, which ranks real-
ly quite low on our scale, at 114 out of the 133 
countries we ranked. It’s not Haiti’s job to 
figure out why it is not number 2, like Swe-
den, or number 3, like Finland. But it is in-
teresting, if you are Haiti, to figure out why 
you are doing so much worse than the Do-
minican Republic, at number 54. These are 
two countries that share an island, that have 
a lot in common. And obviously, something 
is going seriously wrong in Haiti with regard 
to natural resource management and pollu-
tion control. But for a poor country, the Do-
minican Republic is doing quite well. So we 
think there is some learning there for Haiti, 
and perhaps for the Dominican Republic as 
well, because across 16 issues, there are prob-
ably some things that Haiti is doing better. 

Boyd: Inherently this is a global data exer-
cise. Comment on the increasing availability 
of spatial data on environmental conditions, 
but also about where a government, particu-
larly the U.S. government, stands on its abil-
ity to produce and present information that 
people like you would find useful. 

Esty: We are moving into an era of infor-
mation-age environmental protection, which 
is exciting. There is a great deal of data that 
weren’t out there before, which gives us a 
much better handle on problems, the chance 

to track trends, and a better basis for evalu-
ating policies and understanding what’s 
working and what’s not. Having said that, I 
think the U.S. government still underinvests 
in producing relevant data. 

Boyd: In that regard, how close a connec-
tion is there between the top five countries 
in the ranking and the quality of the data 
you are getting about those countries? Or is 
there no correspondence? 

Esty: Much better data sets are available 
for the top 30 countries—basically the ones 
that are part of the Organisation for Eco-
nomic Co-operation and Development, the 
Paris-based, ‘‘developed country’’ think 
tank. Beyond that, the data become very 
thin, and frankly, after about 130 countries, 
it becomes so thin that we can’t include all 
the countries that we would like. So if this 
move toward a more data-driven approach to 
environmental protection is to gain further 
traction, we are going to have to collect data 
on many more countries. We are also going 
to have to go after some issues that aren’t 
tracked at all, not even in the most devel-
oped countries. These include exposure to 
toxic chemicals, waste management prac-
tices, releases of SO2 and acid rain, recycling 
rates, lead and mercury exposure, and wet-
lands loss. 

Boyd: In principle, a country could do 
poorly because it is using its resources to 
produce commodities, like cutting trees for 
lumber. How do you handle the fact that 
some of those crops and therefore the bene-
fits of that land use are exported? In effect, 
you are measuring the negative con-
sequences in one country but countries else-
where are benefiting from that degradation. 
Is there any way to factor that into your 
index? 

Esty: We took a hard look at this question 
in the context of exporting dirty businesses 
and whether countries benefit because some-
one else is willing to take up the challenge of 
producing things like steel or aluminum. 
And it turned out to be very difficult to get 
at that and hard to do consistently with our 
model, which centers on the government’s 
responsibility for what it can achieve within 
its borders. For example, the United States 
imports steel from Korea but the numbers 
don’t exist to allow us to shift some of the 
public health and environmental burdens 
that Korea faces back to this country. It’s a 
weakness of the structure and means that in 
some respects we haven’t captured the full 
picture. 

Boyd: When you unveiled the index at the 
World Economic Forum in Davos, what indi-
cations did you get that the environment is 
present in the minds of these world leaders? 

Esty: It’s a very exciting place to release a 
study because you have lots of people pro-
ducing reports, businesses releasing state-
ments, major world leaders talking about 
critical questions, and business leaders like 
Bill Gates speculating on the future of the 
information world. So the competition for 
air space is tough. In that regard, we were 
very pleased, first by the good turnout for 
the release in Davos itself, and then, by the 
stories around the world in the weeks that 
followed that came from more than 100 coun-
tries and appeared in more than 500 news-
papers. To date, there have more than half a 
million downloads of the report from our 
website. 

Speaking more broadly, business leaders 
overseas take environmental protection 
very, very seriously, incorporating it into 
their operating strategies—it’s one of their 
top concerns, falling behind only 
globalization and competitive strength. A 
dominant theme at Davos was the rise of 
India and China and the enormous implica-
tions this will have, both positive and nega-
tive. Obviously, it means that many, many 

people will rising out of poverty, and hun-
dreds of millions, if not billions of new con-
sumers will be driving the economy of the 
world. But it also means vast consumption of 
natural resources and potentially significant 
rats of pollution, locally and at a global 
scale, threatening to exacerbate problems 
like climate change. 

f 

HONORING ROY L. WHITE 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I ask my 
colleagues to join me today in recognition of 
Roy L. White of Shelby County, Tennessee for 
a lifetime of achievement. 

As the founder and chief executive officer of 
Third Party Solutions, LLC, of Memphis, Roy 
has been a business pioneer. 

The devoted husband of Martha Walton 
White, father of 6 and grandfather of 12, Roy 
has dedicated countless hours to the charities, 
civic organizations and educational institutions 
that help make our community a better place. 

We are grateful for his dedication to helping 
others. He truly has given back more than he 
has taken, and I’m not alone in recognizing his 
contributions. Union University has awarded 
Roy an Honorary Doctor of Philosophy De-
gree. It’s clear his work is having an impact. 

A dedicated and active member of Bellevue 
Baptist Church in Memphis, Roy is setting an 
example for us all and I want to thank him for 
that. 

Please join me in honoring the life of a be-
loved Tennessean on his birthday. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF VERA JEAN 
STURNS 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
give tribute to Mrs. Vera Jean Sturns in the 
26th Congressional District of Texas, for her 
life-long contributions to her community and to 
her fellow citizens. Mrs. Sturns died on June 
4, 2006 at the age of 67. 

I would like to recognize and celebrate Vera 
Sturns life. Raised in rural east Texas near 
Henderson, Mrs. Sturns later moved to Fort 
Worth with her husband, the love of her life, 
Vernell Sturns. She attended the University of 
Kansas and later served as a drug and alco-
hol counselor with Tarrant County Mental 
Health and Mental Retardation. 

In addition to her professional life, Vera was 
involved with a number of various community 
organizations. She was a longtime member of 
the Twilight Temple Elks Lodge and a member 
of Community Christian Church and its Chris-
tian Women’s Fellowship. 

Mrs. Vera Jean Sturns is survived by her 
sons Robert and Michael Sturns and her 
daughter Paula Sturns, as well as four grand-
children. I join in mourning the loss of Mrs. 
Sturns and extend my deepest sympathies to 
her friends and family. She will be deeply 
missed and her service to her community will 
always be greatly appreciated. 
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IN MEMORIAM: ROBERT L. 

DUVALL III 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Bob Duvall for his contribu-
tions to technology advancements in the de-
fense industry. As an expert engineer with 
Hughes Aircraft and as Vice President of Ad-
vanced Technology at DRS Technologies, Mr. 
Duvall made a lasting impact on defense tech-
nology and military members. Bob passed 
away on May 24, 2006. He was 61. 

Bob Duvall was born in Cheverly, Maryland 
on October 8, 1944 and grew up in the Mary-
land suburbs of Washington, DC. His father 
was an electrical engineer for the Chesapeake 
and Potomac Telephone Company, and he in-
spired Bob in his career as an engineer. In 
1967, Mr. Duvall graduated from Cornell Uni-
versity with a degree in electrical engineering 
and subsequently went to work with Hughes 
Aircraft Company in California, where his tech-
nical expertise expanded to include circuit de-
sign, optics, infrared technology, optoelec-
tronics and systems integration. Bob furthered 
his education with a master’s degree in elec-
trical engineering from the University of South-
ern California in 1975. 

Bob’s early contributions and developments 
during his more than 20 years with Hughes 
Aircraft led to innovation in Naval and Air 
Force laser pointing and tracking technology 
that today is considered a step forward to a 
high energy laser system for ballistic missile 
defense systems. 

Following the first gulf war, our military lead-
ers recognized Forward Looking Infrared 
(FLIR) as a key combat overmatch capability 
for our mounted and dismounted troops. In re-
sponse, Bob Duvall was the lead for Hughes 
Aircraft in partnership with Texas Instruments 
to develop this next generation of night vision 
systems using thermal sensors. The Army’s 
Second Generation FLIR involves the insertion 
of a common second-generation thermal sen-
sor, known as the B–Kit into the Army’s high-
est priority ground-based platforms. 

These systems have played an important 
role in our efforts to fight the Global War on 
Terrorism. Because of Mr. Duvall, these sys-
tems have been fielded with the capability to 
see when the enemy can not and to fight dur-
ing conditions that are obscured by weather or 
time of day. Our troops now enter into battle 
with the decisive ability to ‘‘Own the Night’’ 
and precisely target and defeat the threat. Be-
cause of his efforts and expertise, Mr. Duvall 
contributed directly to saving many lives and 
avoiding great loss. 

Bob Duvall was unequaled not only as an 
Engineer, but as a friend—full of good humor, 
a wonderful storyteller with an infectious 
laugh, a patient listener, and a willing contrib-
utor to others in need. Bob Duvall’s family was 
his greatest joy and he is survived by his wife 
Shirley and his two children, Mark and 
Michelle. He will be sorely missed by his loved 
ones, his colleagues, and others who bene-
fited from his contribution. 

TRIBUTE TO JOSEPH D. PETERS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay a special tribute to the late Joseph D. Pe-
ters, a sports pioneer who demonstrated lead-
ership and commitment to extending the reach 
of sports as a positive force for social change. 
Peters was born on June 2, 1938 in Wil-
mington, Delaware and he passed away on 
January 9, 2006 at his home in New York 
City. 

His commitment to service began in 1962 
when he joined the United States armed 
forces. He was a former director of the South-
ern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
Sports Project. As director he was responsible 
for many projects including The International 
Freedom Games track and field meet and the 
Martin Luther King All-Star basketball classic. 

Peters was inspired by the legendary base-
ball great Jackie Robinson, who in 1947 broke 
the color barrier in Major League Baseball. 
This inspiration was very much reflected in his 
philosophy on sports. He viewed sports as 
much more than athletic competition; sports 
had a deeper purpose and he dedicated his 
life to making people realize that. He strongly 
believed that sports were capable of bringing 
people together and bridging the gaps that di-
vided nations. He also knew how influential 
sports could be on the home front as well. 

Sports have provided economic opportuni-
ties and hopes for many disadvantaged but 
athletically gifted young people. For athletic 
competition whether as amateurs or profes-
sionals has provided a way to move forward 
when all else around may have seemed to be 
standing still. 

Peters was diagnosed with stomach cancer 
after the disaster of Hurricane Katrina, yet he 
continued working to organize a special ben-
efit basketball game in which the Argentine 
and French Olympic gold and silver medal 
winners would challenge NBA stars for the 
benefit of the victims. This was another exten-
sion of his sports philosophy. 

Peters also attempted to organize a U.S.- 
Cuban baseball game aimed at bringing the 
two countries together by engaging in an ac-
tivity common to both countries. He knew the 
influence and power that such an event would 
have on people. We need to continue to be-
lieve in his philosophy because it is important 
to see what further impacts sports can have 
on our world. 

Peters’ ambitious initiatives were not always 
successful, but neither his passion or his re-
solve ever faded. His dedication was an inspi-
ration not only to athletes but to many others 
in our community who are seeking ways to 
make a contribution. 

f 

MOUNT ZION AFRICAN METHODIST 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF NORRIS-
TOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mount Zion African Methodist Episcopal 

Church of Norristown, Pennsylvania for its 
176th anniversary celebration. 

The first gathering of this congregation was 
held in 1830 in a small building on the corner 
of Airy and Walnut Streets. Under the influ-
ence of Richard Allen, the Founder of the Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Church, more and 
more individuals began to become members. 
However, the members had to meet in local 
homes and businesses and were not officially 
recognized as a church body until 1832. 

In 1832, the congregation officially orga-
nized and adopted the name Mount Zion, a 
name derived from highest point in the City of 
Jerusalem. A more modern interpretation of 
the name refers to one’s ‘‘spiritual homeland’’ 
or ‘‘safe haven’’. The name Mount Zion appro-
priately applies to the congregation because 
many of its earliest members from 1832 to 
1845 fled to Canada to escape slavery and 
oppression. A large majority of the original 
members returned in 1845 with great deter-
mination and courage to acquire and build 
their very own spiritual safe haven. Adversary 
seemed to later follow the congregation and 
the Church lost many of its buildings, funds, 
and records through a series of improper 
transactions. 

However, the congregation never lost faith 
and one member, Mother Caroline Lewis, sup-
plied the funds necessary to secure the Basin 
Street Church property. On May 20, 1867, the 
Church was granted its charter under the 
name Mount Zion African Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Norristown. 

The Church has provided the Borough of 
Norristown outstanding spiritual, communal, 
and political leadership ever since. The 
Church was often used as a school, safe 
house, and shelter and it moved current loca-
tion in 1915. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me today in honoring Mount Zion African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Norristown, 
Pennsylvania on its 176 years of history, herit-
age, and community leadership. 

f 

HONORING EXCEPTIONAL HIGH 
SCHOOLS 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, last year I 
had the opportunity to honor Brentwood High 
and Franklin High as two of our Nation’s top 
schools. 

I am proud to say these schools have once 
again been recognized by Newsweek Maga-
zine for excellence in education. This year 
Centennial High School in the Seventh District 
has also been added to the exclusive list. 

I want to take a moment to applaud the 
hard work and dedication it has taken for 
these schools to achieve such excellence. It’s 
a real team effort and the students, parents, 
teachers and staff who’ve dedicated their en-
ergy to this success all deserve recognition. 

I want to make specific mention of our prin-
cipals and thank them for their leadership. 
Brentwood High Principal Kevin Keidel, Cen-
tennial High Principal Terry Shrader and 
Franklin High Principal Willie Dickerson have 
earned our respect and our thanks, and I hope 
they’ll continue inspiring our kids to work hard 
and make the most of their education. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE WOMEN’S 

DIVISION OF THE FORT WORTH 
METROPOLITAN BLACK CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the contributions of the Women’s 
Division of the Fort Worth Metropolitan Black 
Chamber of Commerce in its support for the 
development and recognition of women as 
business leaders in Fort worth. 

I am proud to represent an organization so 
dedicated in its efforts to empower African 
American women and to create an expanded 
atmosphere for inclusive business develop-
ment. The Women’s Division annually recog-
nizes the success of businesses and organiza-
tions that support its mission, and it has 
awarded over a dozen scholarships to women 
to enable them to attend area colleges. 

The Women’s Division of the Fort Worth 
Metropolitan Black Chamber of Commerce 
has recognized over one hundred individuals 
for their business, civic, and social accom-
plishments and has itself been lauded by the 
Texas State House of Representatives for 
steadfast work in behalf and support of the 
City of Fort Worth. 

It is with great pleasure that I recognize the 
Fort Worth Metropolitan Chamber of Com-
merce Women’s Division and I am honored to 
now represent them as part of the 26th Con-
gressional District of Texas. 

f 

HONORING THE 45TH ANNUAL 
YMCA YOUTH GOVERNOR’S CON-
FERENCE 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, Mr. 
MELANCON and I rise today to honor the 45th 
Annual YMCA Youth Governor’s Conference 
that begins in Washington, DC this weekend. 
We are pleased to have the distinct honor of 
being the Congressional sponsors for the 
Youth Governor’s breakfast with our fellow col-
leagues in the House. 

The YMCA Youth Governor’s Conference 
brings together some of the most outstanding 
youth leaders in America. YMCA Youth and 
Government is a nation-wide program that al-
lows thousands of teenagers to simulate state 
and national government. 

Mr. Speaker, we would like to personally 
recognize each of this year’s YMCA Youth 
Governors for their dedication and service to 
America’s youth. 

Michael Dan Admire of Texas, Julia Cath-
erine Love of Louisiana, Neil Karamchandani 
of South Carolina, Brian Daniel Tinsman of 
Delaware, Robert Charles Adler of Minnesota, 
Charles Edward Strickland of Alabama, Mi-
chael Elliot Hughes of Arizona, Ian David 
Bruce of California, Matthew Paul Cavedon of 
Connecticut, Rebekah Lydia Hammond of 
Florida, Jerald Jake Landress of Georgia, 
Jordyn Suet Ha Toba of Hawaii, Thomas 
Naaliiolani Toyozaki, Jr. also of Hawaii, Capri 

H. Savage of Idaho, David Williams Simnick of 
Illinois, Martin Iran Turman, Jr. of Indiana, 
Preston Scott Bates of Kentucky, Seth D. 
Dixon also of Kentucky, Benjamin David 
Goodman of Maine, Jonathan M. Brookstone 
of Maryland, Zachary Ryan Davis of Massa-
chusetts, Lauren Brenda Gabriell Hollier of 
Michigan, Marvin Anthony Liddell also of 
Michigan, Christine C. DiLisio of Missouri, 
Vernon Telford Smith IV of Montana, Victoria 
Elizabeth Gilbert of the Model United Nations 
program, Eoghan Emmet Kelley of New 
Hampshire, Danielle C. Desaulniers of New 
Jersey, Juan Carlo Sanchez of New Mexico, 
Michael J. Couzens of New York, Edgar Turn-
er Vaughn of North Carolina, Kenneth Robert 
Hines of Oklahoma, Jerrod Engelberg of Or-
egon, Emily Claire Pramik of Pennsylvania, Al-
lison M. Dove of Tennessee, Joshua Ray 
Lambert of Virginia, Morrie S. Low of Wash-
ington, Rochelle Mincey-Thompson of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Max Joseph Balhorn of Wis-
consin. 

We wish all of the 2006 YMCA Youth Gov-
ernors a very successful conference here in 
Washington, and we encourage them to con-
tinue their sincere devotion to leadership and 
public’ service in this and their future endeav-
ors. 

f 

MOVING THE WORLD KATHERINE 
DUNHAM CHOREOGRAPHED A 
LIFE THAT STRETCHED BEYOND 
THE STAGE 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a truly remarkable woman, Ms. 
Katherine Dunham. A woman of astounding 
grace and character, Ms. Dunham has altered 
for the better both our country and world. We 
recently lost Ms. Dunham on May 21, 2006, at 
the age of 96 at an assisted living facility in 
New York. 

Born Katherine Mary Dunham in Chicago, III 
on June 22, 1909, and raised in Glen Ellyn, Ill, 
Dunham was fascinating from the very begin-
ning. The author of a published short story in 
a magazine edited by W.E.B. DuBois at the 
young age of 12 she had the gift for the writ-
ten word. She was class poet in high school, 
and later wrote a memoir entitled, ‘‘A Touch of 
Innocence’’. 

Ms. Dunham was an enchanting beauty who 
often danced with a sound sense of rhythm 
and eroticism. Dunham was always combining 
and changing methods of dance, the sign of 
the true innovator within. Katherine Dunham 
was a pioneer in the first in many areas for 
blacks. She was among the first black artists 
to form a ballet troupe and achieve renown as 
a modem dancer and choreographer on 
Broadway and in Hollywood. She was respon-
sible for exposing to mass audiences the other 
side of black artistic expression, a side rarely 
seen. She made people in the 1930’s and 
1940’s see and understand black dance as 
‘‘more than tap and minstrelsy’’. 

She was also one of the first black 
choreographers to work for the Metropolitan 
Opera. Many admired Dunham because she 
amassed so much in a country and time 
where few opportunities for blacks existed. 

She will forever remain an inspiration to 
many who seek guidance in her wisdom and 
words. She was noted for her no nonsense 
approach to the way of life as stated here, 
‘‘Don’t be nervous, don’t be tired and above 
all, don’t be bored. Those are the three de-
stroyers of freedom’’. Her insight goes far be-
yond dance and choreography, but into the 
real human dilemma. It was stated that, ‘‘she 
was speaking less about dance and more 
about an area of equal concern: human 
rights’’. All those who knew her dignified heart 
of compassion could not help but follow her 
lead. 

As a human rights activist, she spoke out 
publicly about the United States’ position on 
deporting Haitian refugees. Dunham was so 
passionate about the matter that in 1992 she 
went on a 47 day hunger strike to prove her 
point. One notable activist, Harry Belafonte 
stressed the notion that, ‘‘She didn’t perform 
miracles; she performed acts of human kind-
ness, which should be viewed as a miracle in 
itself’’. 

With age Ms. Dunham sought to spread her 
knowledge to especially young people. She 
wanted them to grow up with the adequate ca-
pabilities and skills necessary to live in today’s 
ever-changing world. She kept a small mu-
seum of artifacts about her career with her in 
East St. Louis, Ill., where she educated local 
children including Jackie JoynerKersee, the 
Olympic long jumper, and filmmakers Reginald 
and Warrington Hudlin. 

When asked about her work with the youth 
she felt she was ‘‘trying to steer them into 
something more constructive than genocide’’. 
In a way, maintaining relations with the youth 
of today kept Dunham youthful, a quality she 
never lost. In a New York Times report done 
on her a few years back, she mentioned, ‘‘Did 
you ever see photographs of elderly divas try-
ing to look sexy?’’ 

I enter into the RECORD with pleasure the 
article published in the Washington Post and 
New York Times for their in-depth look at 
Katherine Dunham for both her artistic and hu-
manitarian efforts. She has truly left her mark 
on our society and I will always remember her 
for that. We must keep her memory alive in 
our hearts and minds so that generations after 
us will know who she was and what she did. 
One cannot speak of dance and innovation 
without mentioning Katherine Dunham, for she 
has without a doubt moved our world. 

[The Washington Post, May 23, 2006] 
MOVING THE WORLD 

(By Sarah Kaufman) 
It was a bitterly cold winter day three 

years ago when I last saw the pioneering 
choreographer Katherine Dunham teach. She 
was rolled into the Howard University dance 
studio in her wheelchair, bundled up like a 
prized antique. First a thick fur blanket was 
peeled off, then a woolen wrap, and then 
Dunham herself was revealed, somewhat 
hunched, wearing lots of gold jewelry. 
Peering through her oversize glasses at the 
more than 100 students sitting on the floor in 
front of her, she got right to work. 

‘‘Think of everything you learn from me 
today as part of a way of life,’’ she an-
nounced in a low, raspy voice. ‘‘Now— 
breathe.’’ 

This was not as simple as it sounds. For 
Dunham, a tireless activist who died Sunday 
at the age of 96, invested every aspect of her 
life—indeed, you could say, every breath— 
with meticulous attention and an unflinch-
ing eye. 
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And on this day in January 2003, that eye 

didn’t see much it liked. Dunham hollered at 
the dancers to tilt their heads back, to hold 
their stomach muscles in, to undulate with 
the breath inside them. Then, unsatisfied 
with the beat that the drummers alongside 
her were producing, she leaned out of her 
wheelchair, grabbed one of their drumsticks 
and began keeping time on the table in front 
of her. 

A few beats later, that tiny old lady had 
all the drummers grooving together and the 
whole room full of young adults breathing in 
unison. 

Dunham’s dance technique and her way of 
life went hand in hand. She was inquisitive, 
blazingly energetic and exacting as a dancer 
and a choreographer, but she didn’t leave 
those qualities behind after the curtain fell. 
Her whole long life was about questions and 
activism and energy. The path that led her 
to Broadway, Hollywood and concert stages 
around the world eventually took her to 
Haiti, where she lived for a number of years, 
working feverishly and, to her great distress, 
ultimately unsuccessfully to bring about 
change for that nation’s desperately poor 
people. 

In her unparalleled career in dance, where 
she educated the world about the power of 
African dance as found throughout the dias-
pora, Dunham mixed academic research and 
showbiz flair. An anthropologist as well as a 
choreographer, she studied dance in the Car-
ibbean islands, blending movements she 
found there with Western dance. Her style 
was not scholarly; she reveled in eroticism. 
She sought not to re-create specific rites but 
to transport the audience the way a spiritual 
experience might. And she wasn’t afraid to 
use sex to do this. A sensuous performer, she 
frequently wore costumes that revealed well- 
muscled thighs and ample curves. 

There were other dancers interested in 
Afro-Caribbean arts—Pearl Primus, also an 
anthropologist, for one—but Dunham had 
the most far-reaching success, perhaps be-
cause of her utter fearlessness. She founded 
her company in the 1930s, when a predomi-
nantly black dance troupe was unheard of. 
Her voluptuousness as a dancer made her es-
pecially marketable—because, let’s face it, 
audiences at that time were not especially 
sensitive to the art she was creating. She 
caught the eye of ballet master George 
Balanchine, who created the role of the 
sexpot Georgia Brown for her in the 1940 
Broadway hit ‘‘Cabin in the Sky.’’ Dunham 
and her company performed in other Broad-
way revues, and she also made her mark 
choreographing for film, in 1943’s ‘‘Stormy 
Weather’’ and several others, in Hollywood 
and abroad. 

But her twin artistic achievements were 
her body of choreography—works such as 
‘‘L’Ag’Ya,’’ a story of love and death, and 
‘‘Shango,’’ drawn from Trinidadian cult rit-
uals—and the development of her own meth-
od of dancing. 

‘‘Dunham technique’’ became part of the 
bedrock of American modern dance, like the 
techniques of Martha Graham, José Limon 
and Merce Cunningham. Through her own 
flamboyance and interpretive beauty as a 
performer, as well as her rigor as a teacher, 
she raised African-based dance to a new 
level. 

Growing up in an America that offered few 
opportunities for blacks, Dunham served as 
an inspiration to black artists who saw her 
achievements as especially formidable given 
the racism of the times. 

‘‘She set the bar for attaining excellence in 
art and she instilled in us a great sense of 
pride in our blackness,’’ said singer Harry 
Belafonte, speaking by phone yesterday from 
California. Belafonte and his wife, Julie, 
were close friends of Dunham’s for half a 

century, he said. Julie was a member of 
Dunham’s company; Harry credits Dunham 
with encouraging him to investigate the 
music of her beloved Haiti. 

Without Dunham’s effort to ‘‘reveal to me 
the beauty of that music,’’ Belafonte said, he 
would never have recorded songs like the 
gentle, lilting ode ‘‘Yellow Bird.’’ 

However attuned she was to musical beau-
ty and island mysticism, Dunham could 
breathe fire in the studio. She was a leg-
endary taskmaster, and even in her nineties, 
during that class I witnessed at Howard as 
part of the International Association of 
Blacks in Dance Conference, she was capable 
of whipping her students into a lather. 

‘‘Now think of your anal opening!’’ she 
cried at one point. ‘‘Does everyone know 
what your anal opening is? Think of a pole 
from the top of your head through that hole. 
That’s your strength! ‘‘ 

‘‘Don’t be nervous, don’t be tired and above 
all, don’t be bored,’’ she lectured them. 
‘‘Those are the three destroyers of freedom 
of movement.’’ 

She called on the dancers to be ‘‘strong 
and easy at the same time,’’ swaying in her 
wheelchair, her arms floating, responding to 
the drumbeat with a remarkable fluidity. 

Her eyes never strayed from the dancers, 
who by the end of the class were trying to 
keep up the relentless tempo on their tip-
toes, with bent knees, stamping and shim-
mying their shoulders, adding turns if they 
could. Dunham technique seeks to balance 
tricky polyrhythmic equations, with the 
head nodding out one beat and torso and legs 
keeping time with another. 

The trick, say those who have mastered it, 
is to move with such musical and muscular 
intricacy that you achieve complete free-
dom. Dunham was scheduled to teach for an 
hour; she kept at it for two. 

Not long after that class, I visited Dunham 
in her Manhattan apartment. She was in bed, 
where she spent much of her time when she 
wasn’t making appearances. She suffered 
from crippling arthritis and had had both 
kneecaps replaced. Reclining against a 
mound of pillows, wearing a peacock-blue 
top, and fixing me with her dark, wide-set 
eyes, she spoke not of weakness but of 
strength. 

‘‘There is a need in the body to express 
itself,’’ she said. ‘‘Every culture has its own 
form of physical expression. An unfortunate 
thing about today—about Western dance—is 
it’s too competitive in feeling. I don’t dance 
because I can do this movement better than 
you. I do it because it’s what I feel, and want 
to do.’’ 

‘‘When I first saw however-present and 
powerful dance was,’’ she said, ‘‘it came as a 
wonderful revelation.’’ 

Pressed regarding about her views on 
dance, though, it became clear she was 
speaking less about dance and more about an 
area of equal concern: human rights. 

‘‘It’s a real job to recognize dance at all,’’ 
she continued. ‘‘Until our Western need to 
compete begins to slow down and becomes a 
need to feel and love and express motion and 
care for our inner selves as well as our outer 
selves . . . if we can find a way to live in 
union with other people —’’ She looked out 
the window at her view of the skyline. ‘‘We 
have to love ourselves, love what we are 
doing, and find a way to express these things 
in unity with other people.’’ 

Dunham banged up against politics as she 
sought to spread her teaching in the island 
she so loved. 

‘‘Long before she could teach the healthy 
minds, she needed the healthy bodies,’’ 
Belafonte said. She found herself feeding the 
students, seeing to their health care and wel-
fare, and eventually spreading this concern 
into a wholesale human rights activism that 

included a hunger strike of 47 days in 1992 to 
protest the U.S. policy of deporting Haitian 
refugees. Sadly, most of her good works 
there came to naught without government 
support to sustain them. 

‘‘She didn’t perform miracles, she per-
formed acts of human kindness,’’ Belafonte 
said. ‘‘Which should be viewed as a miracle 
in itself.’’ 

HOW KATHERINE DUNHAM REVEALED BLACK 
DANCE TO THE WORLD 

(By Jennifer Dunning) 
Whatever else Katherine Dunham was in 

her long and productive life, which ended on 
Sunday at 96, she was a radiantly beautiful 
woman whose warmth and sense of self 
spread like honey on the paths before her. 

How could anyone be stopped by the color 
of her skin after her invincibly lush sen-
suality and witty intelligence had seduced 
audiences on Broadway, in Hollywood films 
and in immensely popular dance shows that 
toured the world? And how could anyone 
cram black American dance into one or two 
conveniently narrow categories—or for that 
matter ignore the good strong roots that 
would one day grow green stems and leaves— 
with the vision of her company’s lavishly 
theatrical African and Caribbean dance re-
vues in mind? 

Miss Dunham was one of the first Amer-
ican artists to focus on black dance and 
dancers as prime material for the stage. She 
burst into public consciousness in the 1940’s, 
at a time when opportunities were increasing 
for black performers in mainstream theater 
and film, at least temporarily. But there was 
little middle ground there between the ex-
otic and the demeaning everyday stereo-
types. 

Ms. Dunham’s dance productions were cer-
tainly exotic, and sometimes fell into un-
comfortable cliches. But a 1987 look at her 
work, Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater’s 
‘‘Magic of Katherine Dunham’’ program, con-
firmed that she also evoked ordinary lives 
that were lived with ordinary dignity. 

Miss Dunham, as she was universally 
known, was by no means the only dance art-
ist to push for the recognition of black dance 
in the 1940’s, when Pearl Primus pushed, too, 
though a great deal less glamorously. But 
though Miss Dunham’s academic credentials 
as an anthropologist were impeccable, in-
cluding a doctorate from the University of 
Chicago, it was her gift for seduction that 
helped most to pave the way for 
choreographers like Donald McKayle, Talley 
Beatty and Alvin Ailey, who were the first 
wave of what is today an established and in-
fluential part of the larger world of Amer-
ican modern dance. 

Ailey’s first encounter with her, as a newly 
stage-struck boy in his mid-teens, says a 
great deal about Miss Dunham’s appeal. In-
trigued by handbills advertising her 1943 
‘‘Tropical Revue,’’ he ventured into the Bilt-
more Theater in downtown Los Angeles, his 
hometown, where it was playing. There he 
was plunged into a world of color, light and 
heat that was populated by highly trained 
dancers with a gift for powerful immediacy, 
who were dressed in subtle, stylish costumes 
designed by John Pratt, Miss Dunham’s hus-
band. After the show, Ailey followed the 
crowd making its way backstage to her 
dressing room and was again stunned when 
the door opened on a vision of beautiful 
hanging fabrics and carpeting, paintings, 
books, flowers and baskets of fruit. And 
there was La Dunham, dressed in vividly col-
ored silks and exuding irresistible gaiety and 
warmth. 

Ailey returned to the show several times a 
week, let into the theater by the Dunham 
dancers who had looked so unapproachably 
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exotic on that first backstage visit. And he 
was still more than a little in love with her 
when he invited her to create for his com-
pany ‘‘The Magic of Katherine Dunham,’’ a 
program of pieces that had not been seen for 
a quarter-century. Miss Dunham’s dancers, 
who remained close to her and to one an-
other throughout her life, swarmed into the 
studios to help her work with the young per-
formers. 

Most of the Ailey dancers did not appre-
ciate Miss Dunham’s iron perfectionism or 
the unusual demands of her technique, a po-
tent but challenging blend of Afro-Carib-
bean, ballet and modern dance. And she was 
not the easiest of women. I remember speak-
ing with her before a public interview we 
were to do in April 1993. Addicted to CNN, 
she had just learned of the fiery, tragic end 
to the F.B.I’s seige of the Branch Davidian 
compound in Waco, Tex., that morning, and 
that was all that she could talk about, off 
and on the stage, despite her promises to dis-
cuss her work. 

Her horror was real, as was her sense of so-
cial justice. She has been criticized for not 
denouncing the Duvaliers for their dictator-
ship in Haiti, where she owned a home. But 
she had also sponsored a medical clinic in 
Port-au-Prince, and she stayed on for many 
years in desolate, impoverished East St. 
Louis, Ill., where she established a museum 
of artifacts pertaining to her career and 
taught local children including Jackie 
Joyner-Kersee, the Olympic long jumper, and 
the filmmakers Reginald and Warrington 
Hudlin. 

‘‘I was trying to steer them into something 
more constructive than genocide,’’ she said 
of the children in a 1991 interview with me in 
The New York Times. ‘‘Everyone needs, if 
not a culture hero, a culturally heroic soci-
ety. There is nothing stronger in a man than 
the need to grow.’’ 

That idealistic, eloquent self was infused 
with a streak of no-nonsense practicality. 

‘‘I don’t like that ‘accept,’ ’’ Miss Dunham, 
still a vibrant beauty at 91, said during a 
Times interview six years ago in response to 
a middle-aged visitor who insisted on talking 
to her about the acceptance and embrace of 
old age. ‘‘I would just let the whole thing go. 
Just be there for it, centimeter by centi-
meter.’’ Then it was time for the photo ses-
sion. 

Her eyes seemed to widen even more invit-
ingly and her gaze to grow even warmer as 
she looked into the eye of the camera and 
asked, ‘‘Did you ever see photographs of el-
derly divas trying to look sexy?’’ 

f 

HONORING BATEY GRESHAM 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, one of my 
favorite lessons in life was something my par-
ents taught me—that you should always give 
back more to your community than you take. 
Today I want to take a moment to recognize 
someone who exemplifies that spirit of giv-
ing—Batey Gresham, Jr. 

Batey has made volunteer work part of his 
daily life and we are all the beneficiaries of his 
effort. He has served as a board member of 
the Middle Tennessee Boy Scout Council and 
the Alcohol and Drug Council to name just a 
few. Batey has supported numerous edu-
cational institutions, and joined his wife, Ann, 
in supporting Chi Omega alumnae activities 
geared toward developing leadership skills in 
our community’s young women. 

The co-founders of a respected architecture, 
engineering, and design firm, Batey and Ann 
established an endowed professorship at Au-
burn’s College of Architecture, Design and 
Construction. 

The Greshams are building a wonderful leg-
acy and setting an example for all of us to fol-
low. Our community appreciates their work 
and I hope you’ll join me in applauding Batey 
and Ann. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CORPORAL J. ADAN 
GARCIA 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ex-
press my condolences and heartfelt sympathy 
to the family and friends of United States 
Army Corporal J. Adan Garcia, 20, of Irving, 
Texas. 

Corporal Garcia died on May 27, 2006 at 
the National Naval Medical Center in Be-
thesda, Maryland, in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. He died of injuries sustained on 
May 22, 2006, while serving in Baghdad, Iraq. 
Corporal Garcia was assigned to the 1st Bri-
gade Special Troops Battalion, 10th Mountain 
Division, in Fort Drum, New York. 

I would like to take this opportunity to pay 
tribute to Corporal Garcia. This brave young 
man made the ultimate sacrifice for the secu-
rity of his country and for the defense of de-
mocracy worldwide. He was an outstanding 
young man; and we should all be grateful for 
his noble contributions to this nation and the 
advancement of freedom. 

I am proud to call Corporal Garcia one of 
our own, and again deeply sorry for his family 
and friends who have suffered this loss. His 
legacy will remain, as the men and women of 
our armed services continue to fight for lib-
erty—both abroad and on our home soil. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MGA COMMUNICA-
TIONS FOR BEING NAMED NA-
TIONAL AGENCY OF THE YEAR 
BY THE HOLMES REPORT 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge a Colorado company, 
MGA Communications, which has been 
named ‘Boutique Agency of the Year’ by the 
prestigious Holmes Report. In addition, MGA 
Communications was one of five finalists for 
‘National Agency of the Year.’ The Holmes 
Report, a national review of the public rela-
tions industry, recognized MGA for fostering 
genuine dialogue in complex community 
issues. 

In particular I would like to thank my good 
friend and trusted advisor, Omar Jabara, who 
serves as the Vice President of Public Affairs 
for the company. I have known Omar for sev-
eral years and can attest to his political pas-
sion. From the time he led Congresswoman 
CYNTHIA MCKINNEY’s successful 1996 election 
as the communications director, he has dem-

onstrated his political savvy and media rela-
tions talent. When he moved back to Colo-
rado, he served as the press secretary for 
Dottie Lamm’s United States Senate cam-
paign. For the past several years, Omar has 
generously taken the time to speak to my 
Udall Youth Task Force about issues in the 
Middle East and public policy. He has become 
a perennial favorite for his insight, passion and 
candor on the issue. I suspect that Omar is an 
outstanding example of the kind of talent that 
led to the award for MGA Communications. 

‘‘No one is better when it comes to engag-
ing local communities around environmentally 
sensitive—even toxic—issues and earning the 
kind of trust that is an essential element of 
any controversial industrial development,’’ said 
the Holmes Report in describing MGA. 

Founded in 1987, MGA Communications is 
engaged in some of the more complex com-
munity development issues in the Rocky 
Mountain region for clients ranging from the 
U.S. Army and Shell Oil Company to Cabela’s 
and Questar Market Resources. MGA serves 
clients throughout the country. 

‘‘It’s flattering to have the pioneering com-
munity relations work we’ve done over the 
years acknowledged at this high level,’’ said 
Mike Gaughan, Chairman of MGA Commu-
nications. ‘‘Such a prestigious national award 
is gratifying because ultimately, we pride our-
selves on the business-driven results we de-
liver for our clients and the communities they 
serve.’’ 

The Holmes Report highlighted MGA’s work 
at the Rocky Mountain Arsenal, the former 
chemical weapons manufacturing facility near 
Commerce City, Colorado, stating, ‘‘That kind 
of work has turned MGA into one of the na-
tion’s leading experts when it comes to deal-
ing with high profile, complex community 
issues.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Omar Jabara and MGA Com-
munications on the well deserved recognition 
of their good work. We are proud to have 
them in Colorado. I wish them continued suc-
cess in the future. 

f 

WARMING TO THE INDIA NUCLEAR 
DEAL 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, with the Presi-
dent’s proposed agreement with India on civil 
nuclear cooperation, there has been much dis-
cussion as to what Congress’ position should 
be concerning this matter. I find it appropriate 
to bring to the attention of Congress a May 23 
article written by Will Marshall, President of 
the Progressive Policy Institute, and Wesley 
Clark, a candidate for the Democratic Presi-
dential nomination in 2004, a retired Army 
general, and former supreme allied com-
mander of NATO. The article entitled ‘‘Warm-
ing to the India Nuclear Deal’’ comprehen-
sively discusses the proposed agreement, de-
termining that it is a great opportunity to cre-
ate a strategic partnership with India. 

The Marshall and Clark article encourages 
the Senate to support Bush’s proposed agree-
ment, but also to articulate several commit-
ments by the Administration on which the sup-
port is conditioned, most importantly a fresh 
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burst of energy in promoting the international 
nonproliferation system. 

This deal is a great opportunity for the 
United States to form a truly beneficial part-
nership with India, an up-and-coming 21st 
century power. India has proved its stability as 
a multi ethnic democracy with an ever-growing 
economy, a middle-class that is well-versed in 
English, a lively technology sector, and a tre-
mendous domestic market. 

Advocates of arms control argue that the re-
moval of a ban on the supply of fuel to India’s 
civilian nuclear-power sector should not com-
promise nonproliferation efforts. However, it is 
clear that admonishing India for its failure to 
join the Non-Proliferation Treaty, NPT, is not 
enjoying the success that it should and there-
fore must be modernized. 

The need for efforts to improve the NPT is 
confirmed by the inception of several new nu-
clear states and the potential for the establish-
ment of even more in the near future. 

Considering India’s exceptional nonprolifera-
tion efforts, a United States-India partnership 
in designing a superior global nonproliferation 
system should prove to be beneficial world-
wide. 

Mr. Marshall and Mr. Clark encourage a 
push for NPT reforms, including more effective 
inspection and control of nuclear activity 
across the globe. They cite the critical reform 
as disallowing states who agree not to build 
nuclear weapons to then develop civilian nu-
clear energy programs. A loophole such as 
this permits countries, such as Iran, to insist 
upon a ‘‘right’’ to produce their own nuclear 
fuel supplies, as opposed to acquiring their 
supply from already established nuclear pow-
ers. 

The article cites a simple solution to the 
problem: internationalize the nuclear fuels 
cycle. U.S. officials can organize an adequate 
source of fuel to countries that agree not to 
produce nuclear weapons and submit to rigid 
inspections through an international consor-
tium. India should be at the forefront of this ef-
fort. 

Mr. Marshall and Mr. Clark also encourage 
the Senate to demand that the U.S., along 
with other nuclear powers, move in the direc-
tion of disarmament. The current administra-
tion has failed to do this, and has in fact done 
the opposite. 

I thank Mr. Marshall and Mr. Clark for their 
thorough analysis of the President’s proposed 
agreement with India. Their views on the mat-
ter are greatly respected. 

I therefore submit for the RECORD a piece 
from the May 23 issue of the Hill for our con-
sideration. 

[From the Hill, May 23, 2006] 
WARMING TO THE INDIA NUCLEAR DEAL 
(By Will Marshall and Wesley Clark) 

At first glance, President Bush’s proposed 
agreement with India on civil nuclear co-
operation is a no-win proposition for the U.S. 
Senate. Rejecting the deal could chill rela-
tions between the world’s biggest democ-
racies; approving it might shred America’s 
credibility as a leader of global efforts to re-
strain nuclear proliferation. 

Senators can escape this dilemma, how-
ever, by offering the White House a deal of 
their own: support for the India agreement 
conditioned on concrete commitments by 
the Bush administration to breathe new life 
into the international nonproliferation sys-
tem. 

Under the deal struck last summer, the 
United States would lift its ban on supplying 

expertise and fuel to India’s civilian nuclear- 
power sector. India agreed to place 14 of its 
22 nuclear reactors under safeguards with 
the International Atomic Energy Agency. 
The deal is intended to remove the chief irri-
tant in U.S.-India relations: America’s long-
time policy of banning sales of civilian nu-
clear technology and fuel to any country— 
most prominently India—that has refused to 
sign the 1968 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Trea-
ty (NPT). 

U.S. leaders should not miss the best op-
portunity since the Cold War ended to forge 
a true strategic partnership with India. As a 
stable, multiethnic democracy with a brisk 
economic growth rate, a vibrant technology 
sector, an English-speaking middle class and 
a potential domestic market four times larg-
er than America’s, India is fast emerging as 
a 21st century power of the first rank. 

Arms-control advocates, however, warn 
that closer U.S.-India ties should not come 
at the price of undermining the nonprolifera-
tion framework. Yet U.S. efforts to punish 
India for spurning the NPT have manifestly 
failed. More important, it’s clear that the 
NPT cannot survive in its present terms and 
needs fundamental revision. 

Since the treaty’s inception, four new 
states have elbowed their way into the exclu-
sive nuclear club, and such scofflaw regimes 
as North Korea and Iran are pounding on the 
door. Without bold action now to strengthen 
and modernize the NPT framework, we could 
be looking at as many as 20 nuclear-armed 
states within the next decade or two. 

So instead of persisting in vain attempts 
to punish India—which, unlike rival Paki-
stan, has an exemplary nonproliferation 
record—the United States should enlist New 
Delhi’s help in designing a fairer and more 
effective global nonproliferation system. 

The Senate, for example, should insist on 
boosting spending on the Cooperative Threat 
Reduction programs aimed at securing Rus-
sia’s loose nuclear materials. It should also 
press the Bush administration to push for 
overdue NPT reforms, including stronger in-
spections, tighter control of nuclear know- 
how and a closer watch on the activities of 
nuclear-trained scientists and engineers 
worldwide. 

The key reform is to close the NPT loop-
hole that allows states to develop civilian 
nuclear energy programs if they agree not to 
build nuclear weapons. The problem comes 
when countries demand, as Iran has done, a 
‘‘right’’ under NPT to develop their own nu-
clear fuel supplies rather than acquiring 
what they need from the nuclear powers. As 
Ashton Carter and Stephen LaMontagne 
point out, ‘‘Enrichment and reprocessing fa-
cilities low states to cross into a prolifera-
tion ‘red zone,’ putting them dangerously 
close to a nuclear weapons capability.’’ 

Carter and LaMontagne offer a simple so-
lution: Internationalize the nuclear fuels 
cycle. Building on Russia’s offer to provide 
nuclear fuel for Iran, the United States 
should organize an international suppliers 
consortium to provide a reliable source of 
fuel for nuclear energy plants (and a reposi-
tory for spent fuel) to countries that for-
swear nuclear weapons and submit to robust 
inspections. India, as a former leader of the 
nonaligned nations, could show its commit-
ment to nonproliferation by helping to build 
support for such an approach among the de-
veloping nations. 

The Senate also should insist that the 
United States hold up its end of the nuclear 
bargain. Under the NPT, the nuclear ‘‘haves’’ 
are obliged to move toward disarmament. 
Yet the Bush administration has gone in the 
opposite direction. It has rejected the Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty, failed to engage 
the other nuclear powers in talks aimed at 
mutual cuts in nuclear arsenals and even 

launched new programs for developing nu-
clear ‘‘small’’ bombs and ‘‘bunker-buster’’ 
weapons. 

Finally, the United States should offer 
similar terms to Pakistan, providing it is 
willing to return to the NPT, put its nuclear 
programs under international safeguards and 
offer a full accounting for the worldwide nu-
clear bazaar operated by A.Q. Khan. 

If accompanied by imaginative U.S. efforts 
to update and strengthen the global non-
proliferation system, the proposed deal with 
India could become a cornerstone of a com-
prehensive post-Cold War strategy—but only 
if elected leaders at both ends of Pennsyl-
vania Avenue have the insight and courage 
to seize this opportunity. 

f 

HONORING CURRIE AND NELSON 
ANDREWS 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
take a moment today to recognize two individ-
uals who exemplify the spirit of entrepreneur-
ship that makes America great. 

A father and son team, Currie and Nelson 
Andrews were recently named 2006 Dealer of 
the Year Finalists by the American Inter-
national Automobile Dealers not only for their 
success managing a dealership but for out-
standing contributions to our community as 
well. 

For 25 years, Andrews Cadillac and Land 
Rover of Nashville, has been part of our com-
munity and consistently ranks as one of Nash-
ville’s ‘‘Top 100 Privately Owned Businesses.’’ 

Thanks to Currie and Nelson’s hard work 
and commitment to our community, 140 peo-
ple are employed by their dealership today. 
We look forward to many more years of com-
munity involvement from the Andrews and ap-
preciate the example they set for all aspiring 
entrepreneurs. 

Please join me in congratulating Currie and 
Nelson for their achievements. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JAMES A 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and remember the life of James A of 
Fresno, California. Mr. A served in the U.S. 
Army in both Vietnam and Korea and was a 
prominent veteran’s activist; he passed away 
May 15, 2006. 

James A was born James Burris on October 
18, 1946 in Yreka, California. He attended 
school in Fresno and graduated from Edison 
High School in 1964. As a way of protesting 
early American slavery, James Burris legally 
changed his name to James A. After inves-
tigating his genealogy, Mr. A had felt ‘Burris’ 
was his slave name. 

While serving in the U.S. Army, Mr. A 
learned to speak German, Korean, and Viet-
namese. While stationed in Germany, Mr. A 
met the love of his life, Edith Isamann. They 
were marred in 1966 and had two daughters 
Sabine and Sonja. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 05:31 Jun 08, 2006 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A07JN8.045 E07JNPT1cc
ol

em
an

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

71
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1043 June 7, 2006 
The couple returned to Fresno to raise their 

daughters in the community James affection-
ately called home. It was during this time that 
Mr. A began noticing physical problems that 
later resulted in his paraplegia. He was diag-
nosed with a neurological condition and as a 
result of this he was forced to use a wheel-
chair. Ever the active sole, Mr. A participated 
in wheelchair basketball and wheelchair races 
as a way of not letting his illness beat him. 

Mr. A used his experience with misfortune 
to lend a helping hand to others. He waged a 
personal campaign for veterans in Fresno and 
in the state of California. James A helped to 
establish the Vietnam Veteran Monument in 
Woodward Park. He was also involved with 
the effort to establish the California Vietnam 
Veteran’s Memorial in Sacramento. Mr. A 
worked with the Bay Area Western Chapter of 
Paralyzed Veterans of America and in 2005 
he served as its Vice President. 

In 2002, Mr. A was diagnosed with lung 
cancer and was in remission until January of 
2005. Determined to be a shining example for 
his family, despite all of the physical chal-
lenges he faced, James A continued to serve 
his community. 

James A is survived by his wife Edith; two 
daughters Sabine and her husband Asker and 
Sonja and her husband Andrew; grandchildren 
Ilkin, Timur, Emily and Rebecca; two sisters 
and two brothers. 

James A cared deeply about advocating for 
veterans. His warm and compassionate per-
sonality which inspired those around him will 
be missed deeply. I stand today to honor this 
noble veteran, who served our country not 
only as a soldier but also as a citizen. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO ‘‘TANTE’’ 
GERTRUDE ZAHNER 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor ‘‘Tante’’ Gertrude Zahner on her 100th 
birthday. 

Gertrude was born in Stuttgart Germany on 
June 15, 1906. She had three brothers and 
was the only daughter in the Zahner family. In 
1923, when Gertrude was 17 years old the 
family moved to the United States. Gertrude 
worked for a number of years at the Ford 
plant in Michigan. She greatly enjoyed her ten-
ure with the company and even worked for Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry Ford in their home. In 1979 
Gertrude’s service to the Ford family ended 
with her retirement. 

Gertrude loved actively participating with her 
friends in the ‘‘Women’s Guild’’, the ‘‘German 
Society’’, and the ‘‘Card Club’’ while she was 
living in Detroit. Every year several of the la-
dies in the ‘‘Card Club’’ would make a journey 
with her to Las Vegas, where Gertrude had a 
number of family members. In 1990, Gertrude 
moved to the greater Las Vegas area to be 
closer to her family. She has one nephew, 
Horst Maile, and a niece-in-Iaw, Elfriede Maile. 
Gertrude is also god-mother to Rolf and 
Marvin, her grand-nephews. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor ‘‘Tante’’ 
Gertrude Zahner on her 100th birthday. I wish 
her many more years of happiness with her 
family. 

DIVISIVE IN ANY LANGUAGE 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend E.J. Dionne Jr. for his recent article 
published in the Washington Post entitled, ‘‘Di-
visive In Any Language’’, in which it describes 
how the argument surrounding the English 
Language can become more of a tool to divide 
instead of unify. 

It is my belief that all who seek to enter our 
borders understand the vital importance of 
learning English, for it is the path to any route 
of social mobility. The immigrants of the past 
have understood the importance of learning 
English just as those who come today do. 
English must not be seen as a barrier to up-
ward mobility, but as an extremely useful de-
vice that opens up the doors to opportunity. 

This ‘‘American Dream’’ that we speak of so 
often seems to now be under fire from those 
who have made the dream a reality, or who 
are the beneficiaries of a dream sought many 
years ago by their forbearers. It is now those 
who have since benefited from the ‘‘American 
Dream’’ who seek to shut the door on the 
hopes and aspirations of others. 

To create amendments in our laws and es-
pecially in the Senate immigration bill that ex-
plicitly say that English is the language of this 
land will indeed be disrespectful to our current 
large population of Spanish-speaking mem-
bers. Dionne pointedly says this will be ‘‘le-
gally and formally’’ disrespectful in a way ear-
lier generations of immigrants from—just a 
partial list—Germany, Italy, Poland, Russia, 
Norway, Sweden, France, Hungary, Greece, 
and China’’ were not. 

I acknowledge my fellow colleague in the 
United States Senate, KEN SALAZAR from Col-
orado for his realistic approach to this divisive 
ordeal. He declared that, ‘‘English is the com-
mon and unifying language of the United 
States’’ while also insisting on the existing 
rights of non-English speakers ‘‘to services or 
materials provided by the government’ in lan-
guages other than English’’. 

Senator SALAZAR knows that the key to set-
tling the issue is not by imposing restrictions 
and making amendments on people who 
speak English as a second language, primarily 
Spanish speakers. Our job here today is to get 
others to see the light, and to understand the 
real issue at hand. 

I enter into the RECORD the Washington 
Post article by E.J. Dionne Jr. for presenting 
this issue regarding the use of the English lan-
guage with a personal perspective. Being 
brought up in a home where English is not the 
only language spoken, he knows firsthand the 
plight of the other side. More of us need to un-
derstand and put ourselves in the shoes of 
those we have come to discriminate against. 
Let us use English to bring ourselves closer 
together, for if it is the only common bond we 
have why not use it. It is in the best interest 
of this Nation to get this issue settled effi-
ciently, and accordingly. 

[From the Washington Post, May 23, 2006] 
DIVISIVE IN ANY LANGUAGE 

(By E. J. Dionne Jr.) 
Yes, let’s talk about the English language 

and how important it is that immigrants and 
their children learn it. 

And please permit me to be personal about 
an issue that is equally personal to the tens 
of millions of Americans who remember 
their immigrant roots. 

My late father was born in the United 
States, and grew up in French Canadian 
neighborhoods in and around New Bedford, 
Mass. When he started school, he spoke 
English with a heavy accent. A first-grade 
teacher mercilessly made fun of his com-
mand of the language. 

My dad would have none of this and pro-
ceeded to relearn English, with some help 
from a generous friend named James Rad-
cliffe who, in turn, asked my dad to teach 
him French. My dad came to speak flawless, 
accent-free English. He and my mom insisted 
that their children speak our nation’s lan-
guage clearly, and without grammatical er-
rors. 

None of this caused my parents to turn 
against their French heritage. On the con-
trary, my sister and I were taught French 
before we were taught English because my 
parents took pride in the language of our 
forebears and knew that speaking more than 
one language would be a useful skill. 

My mom would give free French lessons at 
our Catholic parochial school to any kid who 
wanted to take them. When we were young, 
we’d visit our cousins on a farm in Quebec 
during the summer, partly to improve our 
French. (And Parisian French elitists take 
note: I still love the much-derided accent of 
the Quebec countryside, which many have 
compared to the English of the Tennessee 
mountains.) I tell you all this by way of ex-
plaining why I can’t stand the demagoguery 
directed against immigrants who speak lan-
guages other than English. Raging against 
them shows little understanding of how new 
immigrants struggle to become loyal Ameri-
cans who love their country—and come to 
love the English language. 

As it considered the immigration bill last 
week, the Senate passed an utterly useless 
amendment sponsored by Sen. James Inhofe 
(R-Okla.) declaring English to be our ‘‘na-
tional language’’ and calling for a govern-
ment role in ‘‘preserving and enhancing’’ the 
place of English. 

There is no point to this amendment ex-
cept to say to members of our currently 
large Spanish-speaking population that they 
will be legally and formally disrespected in a 
way that earlier generations of immigrants 
from—this is just a partial list—Germany, 
Italy, Poland, Russia, Norway, Sweden, 
France, Hungary, Greece, China, Japan, Fin-
land, Lithuania, Lebanon, Syria, Bohemia, 
Slovakia, Serbia, Croatia and Slovenia were 
not. 

Immigrants from all these places honored 
their origins, built an ethnic press and usu-
ally worshiped in the languages of their an-
cestors. But they also learned English be-
cause they knew that advancement in our 
country required them to do so. 

True, we now have English-as-a-Second- 
Language programs that have created some 
resentments and, in the eyes of their critics, 
can slow the transition from Spanish to 
English. Still, the evidence is overwhelming 
that Spanish speakers and their kids are as 
aware as anyone of the importance of learn-
ing English. That’s why we have an attorney 
general named Gonzales, senators named 
Salazar, Martinez and Menendez, and a 
mayor of Los Angeles named Villaraigosa. 

Ken Salazar, a Colorado Democrat, intro-
duced an alternative amendment to Inhofe’s 
that also passed the Senate. It declared 
English the ‘‘common and unifying language 
of the United States’’ while also insisting on 
the existing rights of non-English speakers 
‘‘to services or materials provided by the 
government’’ in languages other than 
English. As Salazar understands, the best 
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way to make English our unifying language 
is to avoid making language a divisive na-
tional issue. 

I make my living writing and speaking in 
English, and I would preach to anyone the 
joys of mastering this Anglo-Saxon gift to 
our nation. My wife and I encourage our kids 
to speak the language with precision and to 
show respect for its grammar, as did the 
nuns who taught me as a kid—even if some 
of them spoke French better than English. 
Politicians who care about the language 
might usefully think about how it can be 
taught well, to the native-born as well as to 
immigrants. 

When I put my children to bed, I recite the 
same prayer that my late mother said for my 
sister and me. The prayer is in French. I cer-
tainly hope that it doesn’t make my children 
any less American to hear a few spiritual 
thoughts in a language other than English 
before they fall asleep. 

f 

AMENDING TITLE 49, UNITED 
STATES CODE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PAUL RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 6, 2006 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I take to the floor to reluctantly cast my 
vote against H.R. 5449. Although I deeply ad-
mire the hard work performed by our Nation’s 
air traffic controllers and support their efforts 
to negotiate a fair contract, I cannot support 
this legislation. I believe that this bill goes too 
far and needlessly picks a winner and a loser 
between the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) and the National Association of Air Traf-
fic Controllers, NATCA. In addition, this bill will 
completely remove congressional oversight 
from this process. 

No workers, regardless of their profession, 
should be forced to accept a contract without 

having a chance to negotiate the terms. I be-
lieve the existing negotiating framework be-
tween the FAA and the air traffic controllers is 
broken and needs to be fixed. That is why I 
not only cosponsored H.R. 4755, the Federal 
Aviation Administration Fair Labor Manage-
ment Dispute Resolution Act, but sent a letter 
to the Speaker asking for a floor vote on this 
bill. 

H.R. 4755 would have prevented the FAA 
from instituting one-sided, unilateral contract 
terms on the labor union. If negotiations were 
to stall, Congress would have 60 days to re-
view the FAA’s last proposal and then decide 
whether or not more negotiations were nec-
essary. The bill would have prevented air traf-
fic controllers from having to accept a contract 
they clearly rejected, while at the same time 
ensuring that negotiations did not remain 
deadlocked. I supported H.R. 4755 then and I 
support it now. Unfortunately, this is not the 
bill that has been brought to the floor today. 

H.R. 5449 goes too far and needlessly puts 
Congress in the position of picking a winner 
and a loser in this debate. While I agree that 
the current process is flawed, the role of Con-
gress is to reform the system, not to cir-
cumvent it. This bill would further hinder nego-
tiations, prevent real progress from being 
made, and remove Congress from the proc-
ess. For these reasons, I cannot support this 
bill. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF DAVID P. SMITH, 
DELAWARE COUNTY CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE EXECUTIVE 

HON. CURT WELDON 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to mark the tragic and untimely 

passing of David P. Smith, a Delaware County 
Chamber of Commerce executive and a life-
long community activist, who leaves behind a 
legacy of service to his hometown—Media, 
Pennsylvania—where he was known as ‘‘Mr. 
Media.’’ 

Dave’s untimely death is deeply felt by the 
entire Media community. In celebration of his 
life a tribute was held yesterday (June 6, 
2006) at the Media Theater where his family 
and friends gathered to remember this remark-
able man. Everyone shared words of praise, 
joyful memories, and personal stories I know 
will be told for many years to come. Everyone 
always marveled how Dave could be so active 
in so many business, political and community 
endeavors and still have so much time for his 
friends. Dave was successful in his profes-
sional life but, more importantly, in his per-
sonal friendships. He was always there for 
those who needed a kind word, and he always 
had a ready smile and warm greeting. 

Dave lived life with a passion for everything 
he did, and he worked tirelessly for the better-
ment of his community. He was active with the 
Swarthmore Players Club, the Media Repub-
licans, the Delaware County Press Club, the 
Brandywine Conservancy and the Middletown 
Business and Professional Association. He 
demonstrated, by example, the kind of work 
that can be achieved when one is committed, 
involved and enthusiastic about making his 
community a better place to live. 

Mr. Speaker, yesterday Delaware County 
said goodbye to a favorite son. I offer my con-
dolences to his family, his friends and his be-
loved community. I know that while Dave is no 
longer with us, his legacy will continue for 
many years to come. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
June 8, 2006 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

JUNE 12 
2:30 p.m. 

Energy and Natural Resources 
To hold hearings to examine the imple-

mentation of Sections 641 through 645 
of the Energy Policy Act of 2005, the 
Next Generation Nuclear Plant Project 
within the Department of Energy. 

SD–366 
3 p.m. 

Foreign Relations 
To hold hearings to examine Treaty Be-

tween The United States Of America 
And The Oriental Republic Of Uruguay 
Concerning The Encouragement And 
Reciprocal Protection Of Investment 
(Treaty Doc. 109–09). 

SD–419 

JUNE 13 
9:30 a.m. 

Foreign Relations 
To hold hearings to examine the chang-

ing face of terror relating to 
counterterrorism. 

SD–419 
10 a.m. 

Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

Department of Agriculture farm loan 
programs. 

SR–328A 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 

To resume hearings to examine S. 2686, 
to amend the Communications Act of 
1934 and for other purposes. 

Room to be announced 
Finance 

To hold hearings to examine corporate 
tax issues. 

SD–215 
2:30 p.m. 

Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs 

Federal Financial Management, Govern-
ment Information, and International 
Security Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine autopilot 
budgeting, including the PART (Pro-

gram Assessment Rating Tool) and 
consider how systematic performance 
reporting of government agencies helps 
taxpayers get better services as well as 
whether Congress can better utilize the 
report cards to inform their annual 
budgeting. 

SD–342 
Armed Services 
Readiness and Management Support Sub-

committee 
To hold hearings to examine business 

systems modernization and financial 
management in review of the defense 
authorization request for fiscal year 
2007. 

SR–222 
3 p.m. 

Judiciary 
Administrative Oversight and the Courts 

Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine the pro-

posed Multidistrict Litigation Restora-
tion Act. 

SD–226 

JUNE 14 

9:30 a.m. 
Environment and Public Works 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
whether potential liability deters aban-
doned hard rock mine clean up. 

SD–628 
Indian Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine S. 374, to 
provide compensation to the Lower 
Brule and Crow Creek Sioux Tribes of 
South Dakota for damage to tribal 
land caused by Pick-Sloan projects 
along the Missouri River, and S. 1535, 
to amend the Cheyenne River Sioux 
Tribe Equitable Compensation Act to 
provide compensation to members of 
the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe for 
damage resulting from the Oahe Dam 
and Reservoir Project. 

SR–485 
Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine ensuring 
competition and innovation relating to 
reconsidering communication laws. 

SD–226 
10 a.m. 

Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine Financial 

Accountability Standards Board’s pro-
posed standard on ‘‘Employers’ Ac-
counting for Defined Benefit Pension 
and Other Postretirement Plans’’. 

SD–538 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Technology, Innovation, and Competitive-

ness Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine alternative 

energy technologies. 
Room to be announced 

2:30 p.m. 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
Housing and Transportation Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine extension of 
HUD’s mark-to-market program. 

SD–538 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
National Ocean Policy Study Sub-

committee 
To hold hearings to examine state of the 

oceans in 2006. 
SD–562 

JUNE 15 

10:30 a.m. 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Fisheries and Coast Guard Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine the Coast 
Guard budget. 

SD–562 
2:30 p.m. 

Energy and Natural Resources 
National Parks Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine the Na-
tional Park Service’s Revised Draft 
Management Policies, including poten-
tial impact of the policies on park op-
erations, park resources, wilderness 
areas, recreation, and interaction with 
gateway communities. 

SD–366 

JUNE 20 

10 a.m. 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 

Business meeting to markup S. 2686, to 
amend the Communications Act of 1934 
and for other purposes. 

Room to be announced 

JUNE 21 

10 a.m. 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Surface Transportation and Merchant Ma-

rine Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine economics, 

service, and capacity in the freight 
railroad industry. 

SD–562 
2:30 p.m. 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Technology, Innovation, and Competitive-

ness Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine accelerating 

the adoption of health information 
technology. 

SD–562 

JUNE 22 

10 a.m. 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Trade, Tourism, and Economic Develop-

ment Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine the state of 

the U.S. tourism industry. 
SD–562 

JUNE 29 

10 a.m. 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 

Business meeting to consider pending 
calendar business. 

SD–562 

JULY 13 

2:30 p.m. 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 

To hold hearings to examine unmanned 
aerial systems in Alaska. 

SD–562 

JULY 19 

10 a.m. 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Technology, Innovation, and Competitive-

ness Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine high per-

formance computing. 
SD–562 
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